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WHEREIN 


All their PrRocttDpiINGs are 
particularly Enquird into, and 
faithfully Related; with proper 
Remarks, and many Secret Me- 
moirs interſpers d, concerning 
the late Times. 


To which is Prefix'd, 


; Hoacſ A D VICE to the Freeholders of 
Great Britain. 
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The Fouxru EDITION, Corrected. 
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LON DO N; 


tinted for J. PB EL E at Locke's-Head in Pater- 
noſter-Ro . M. cc. xxl. 


(Price One Shilling.) 
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I Preface, to my Hiſtory 


Pt 


e2 of the Septennial Parliament, 


= is principally deſignd for the 
2 Freeholddrs 9 2 And 
T hope, after what I have 
communicated to the Publick, there will 
be very little occaſion for much to be ſaid, 


to byaſs Them in the Choice of proper 


n at the approaching E- 
ect ion. | | 
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(iv) 


1 think that they ought, in Fuſtice 
to Themſelves, to be very cautious in the 
Electiug many of our late Repreſent 
tives ; I would have them well conſider 
of their paſt Behaviour, before they wen. 
ture to chuſe them again: They have al. 
ready done Miſchief ſufficient, and more 
than their Children, or even their 
. 5 Children, will ever ſee Reme- 

ted. 


But as ſeveral Members of the laſt 
Parliament were made by the worſt of 
Means, by Double and Falſe Returns, 
by Bribery, and every thing elſe that 
could promiſe and foretell Miſeries 10 
the Subject, what could we expett but 
extraordinary and unprecedented Pre 
ceedings from Them? IT 


If, in the preſent Election, the like 
Meaſures ſhould be taken, our future 
Parliament, inſtead of Retrieving the 
late Miſcondutts, will undoubtedly con. 
pleat the Ruin their Brethren not onl) 
begun, bit made ſuch a Progreſs in: 
I muſt therefore warn all eur Freeholders | 
of this juſt Apprebenſion ; and ended. 
our to rouge them from a Neegligent 

| all 


(#3 


ud Supineneſs which may be otherwiſe 
wal to theſe Kingdoms. 


Jam to tell Them, That if they put 
temſelves on the Footing of Slavery, 
Ii 5 themſelves, they muſt cœpEe E 
hing leſs than Slavery, and than to 
k abjett Slaves. That the Members of 
Prliament do not Buy without an in- 
nion of Selling them; and that, by 
wins of Bribery and Corruption, they 
wy Sell their lateſt Poſterity (and many 
ters) as well as themſelves. 


This ſhould be well Mæigb'd and Conſi- 
erd: And further, if they accept of 
Ibes,thro* the Neceſſity of the Times, this 
Win a very ſhort ſpace, encreaſe their 
Wreſſities, becauſe the Times will in- 
ably grow worſe, by the Management 
Corrupt Members; and none but Cor- 
We Members will offer them Pribes. 
ud if Flettions are publickly Bought 
certain Alley, may not our Liberties 
F, publickly Sold in a more Noted 


lice 


great many Il Men, will endea- 
ur to ſqueeze themſelves into Boroughs, 
| the preſent Election, to be thereby 
Skreen'd 


(vi) 
skreen'd from the juſt Reſentment if , 
Injur d People. I hope our Eleftors ui 
be upon their Guard againſt theſe Me 
who are Enemies to the Publich. 
will be a Step to Publick uſtice tu ppi 
Them, and a Fuſtice to Themſelves 
{pew Them out with Contempt and In 
2 


Our Elettors are in the Reverſe Coll 
dition to the JVife of Lot: They bade thi 
laſt Neceſſity of looking back, at MM 
ſame time T hey leok forward; and Thi 


muſt not, like Watermen, Look one wal 
and Row another; if they do, They will 


not, like them, eſcape the Rocks am 1 
Damgers iu their Paſſage. 1 


They muſt be Steady and Indefatigi 
ble in purſuit of what alone can ma 
us a Happy People; in the purſuit @ 
Honeſty and Integrity. They nuſt "9 
be tempted by the Golden Apple; "al 
their Wives and Pariners of their Cara 
be milled, to Influence Them, by the 1 
trigues of Men, wwho ll efpouſe them only 
till their Elettion is ſure. 


1 ſhall wwind up all with this foort Am 
vice to our Freeholders, and 004 


Elefior fl 1 
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Flefftors. Let not ſuch Members be 
(ſer, for the future Parliament, abo are 
erte of being Penſioners to a Court, 
n who are capable of being bribed into 
fence. Let none that advanc'd the 
eptennial Law, have your Votes and 
Inerefls ; the Miſchiefs from hence are 
ut too apparent. T hoſe worthy Gentle- 
ten who had provided us Barracks, 
ul themſelves Palaces, are by all 
lang to he excluded: So are likewiſe 
ur South-Sea Scheme-Mem, and the 
lter up of Bubbles; The Rejetzers of 
wa Laws, and the Enatters of Bad 
ms. Let not thoſe be Elected, who are 
le Skreeners of Villaius, and Plunder- 
as of the Publick. 


Chuſe ſuch for your Repreſentatives, 
who are fit to Repreſent you ; ſuch as 
me Honeſt, and Uncorrupted; ſach 
% hace Eſtates and Poſſeſſions a- 
ungut yo, too Great to be Loft; ſuch 
Will attend the Buſine(s of the King- 
Wn, upoz all Occaftons ; and ſuch as 
ul Repeal the Bad Laws the laſt Par- 
lament enatted, and enatt the Good ones 
ey Rejefted. = 


K rr r 


Then will you acquit yourſelves like 
"gilhmen ; Jie Locers of your * 
an 


(viii) 
and of Wurſelees; and ſecurc to aſt 
rity thoſe hs that will nal 
your Names and Memories vencrable f 
future Ages. 


Lately publiſh'd ( from a correct Copy of the Secret 
Committee, as deliver d into the Honourable Hu 
of Commons.) 


os ns E ſeveral Reports of the Committ 
| of Secrecy, relating to the South-$a 
Directors, their Aiders and Abettors. 

II. A Supplement to the ſaid Reports; 0 
raining, A particular Account of the fiftitions 
Stock ; of the Management of the Loans; and 
an exact Liſt of the Names of the Members, and 
others, to whom ſuch Loans were made, and fot 
whom the fictitious Stock was held. 

III. All Cato's Letters complete; with a Pee 
face in Vindication of thoſe under the Examina* 
tion of the Committee for Libels. 

IV. Letters from the late Earl of Smarrs 
BURY to the Lord Viſcount MoreswoRTH, Cor 
cerning the Love of one's Country, and the Choice 
of a Wife, With Two Letters written to his 
Lordſhip by the late Sir John Cropley. And a 


L 


large Introduction by the Editor. 


A TRUE 


HISTORY 


Of the Septerinial 
PARLIAMENT. 


HENEVER any Thing has 
happen'd, in any Age or Coun- 
try, that is Memorable and ex- 
traordinary, whether it has a 
Tendency either to Good or 
| Evil, it is no more than what 
8 common for ſome bold and faithful Hiſtorian 
b tranſmit it to Poſterity, -  _ + 

That we have, in our Times, had great 
nd extraordinary Events, none will be fo 
bold as to deny: We have ſeen, and that fa- 
ally too, that every Thing may be in Danger 
under the plauſible Appearance of doing Good 3 
that Men of all Ranks and Degrees have, with- 
wt Diſtinction, Plunder'd one another; that 
lie Widow and the Orphan have been totally 


deſpoil'd, 
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( 10) | 
deſpoild, to add to the Grandeur of Publid 
Robbers; (for ſuch I muſt term the Authors « 
our Miſeries) that Honour and Honeſty, it 
moſt Parts of the Globe, have nothing remai 
ing but their very Names; and that eye 
common Humanity is baniſh'd this Kingdom. 

I do not wholly attribute this Depravity 
Hu man Nature to the powerful Influence o 
the Parliament of Britain; but as Example 
are in all Caſes forcible, and incite Imitation 
I cannot excuſe our late Repreſentatives ; m 
ny of whom, have been juſtly proſecuted fo 
unprecedented Crimes, ſome been impriſon' 
ſome accus'd of Bribery, and many of Car 
ruption; and if they have not met with th 
Puniſhment that has been their Due, it he 
not been owing to the Innocence of themſelves 
or of their Judges and Companions. 

A general Corrnption ſpread its baleful Qua 
lities throughout the whole Body; they ſport: 
ed at the Calamities of the Perſons they Rep 
ſented; they Reliev'd their Fellow - Subjects, 
taking farther from them; and, with ſome 
other Perſons, they endeavourd to diſpoſe ol 
the Remainder of their Properties; as if, tc 
take away a Half or two Thirds of our For 
tunes, were not enough, without ſtripping ug 
of All. 

So much Miſchief has been done in on 
fatal Year, that a Hiſtory of that alone would 
furniſh a Volume; ſo black a Catalogue 0 
Crimes, I am confident, never appear'd againſt 


. . V 
any Set of Men, as ſome lately in Power; ti 
and tho” the South- Sea Directors were the api. 
rent Actors in this national Tragedy, yet others} um 


were concernd with them. We _ r. 
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L-ds and C ns accus'd of takingBribes,who - 
accepted of Stock, to paſs a Law for the Ruin 
of their Country; for what could it mean but 
miverſal Ruin, where a Company of Sharpers 
had an unlimited Power to act as they pleas d, 
ly Authority of Law. 

I never knew till lately, nor I dare ſay any 
aher, that an Act of Parliament of any Im- 
portance relating to the Publick, (as this was 
o the greateſt) was wholly without one 
ſngle Proviſo, or Conditional Clauſe ; the 
(ale of this Law. There was granted every 
where Power to cheat and defraud, and no 
where any Guard proyided againſt it; as tho 
n the Affairs of Money, and of the Caſh of 
: Kingdom, where there is the greateſt Temp- 
ation to be Rogues, all were to be ſuppoſed 
b be honeſt Men, and not ſo much as one 
p be ſuſpected. ' 

If this Statute was drawn up by the South- 
u Directors, or any Council employ'd by 
em, and the Members of Parliament were 
Kually brib'd into it (by the Acceptance of 
ock, or otherwiſe) as one would think it 
eit, there is no Infamy or Calumny fo great 
kthey do not deſerve: And if, ſpeaking more 
wourably, they were drawn into it, either by 
Wpriſe, or want of conſidering it, they are even 
len juſtly to be blam d; for the Conſequence is 
lie fame, whether a Man, or a Society of Men, 
&robb'd of Poiſeſſions, either by,the Deſign or 
Telizence of the Agents concern'd. 

Ve read of an Inſanum Parliamentum, in the. 
lipn of K. Hen. ad: But what Title will be 
de to the Septenmal Parliament, beyond its 
Wmon Acceptation, I leave the Members 
B 2 them- 
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themſelves, as well as ſome future Hiſtorjan, 
to judge. I do not ſay they were an Ailem. 
bly of R—bb—-rs, (ſuch an Expreſſion is too 
harſh for me to be guilty of) but if any other 
Perſons had taken the ſame Pains to eaſe us 
of our Money, as they have done, we {ſhould 
have juſtly conferr'd the Title upon them 
There is not a Man in the Kingdom (not let 
into the Sccret) but has been a Sufferer by 
them; and the juſt Complaints and Petitions 
of the Injur'd, who have only Petition'd for 
their own, have been rejected with Scorn and 

Indignation. 3 
It was never queſtion'd, 'till in the late 
Times, that an injur'd and opprefs'd Subject 
had a Right in a peaceable Manner to Petition 
for Relief, at leaſt to thoſe who were only 
Servants to the Publick : But alas ! th's has 
been diſputed ; and our. Servants, whom we 
inveſted with Power to take Care of our Rights, 
Liberties, and Properties, have been the great. 
eſt Invaders of them; and inſtead of advan- 
cing, have prevented our Redreſs ; which ! 
think is apparent in the Caſe of the ſubſer- 
bing Annuitants. 5 
Indeed, in the Upper Houſe of Parliament 
we have had Patriots, who have exerted them 
ſelves for the Publick Welfare, to their immor 
tal Honour : A noble Peer, who lately adore 
the higheſt Station in our Courts of Judicature 
has ſhewn his Eloquence like a Cicero, tho Mg 
had not Cicero's Succeſs ; but we have not no" 
a Roman Age, or a Roman People, to expect 1 
He early Proteſted ( join'd by many oth*'$ 
the true Protectors of our Liberties) agamg 
what was pernicious to the Publick, and 9 
A a ' | 4 : LN 00 1 
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acaſion'd the altering ſome of our Laws; but 
the great Law, (the Law of Ruin) which he 
gloriouſly oppos d, it was not in his Power, 


to prevent or annul. 

It is more to the Honour of this Noble Lord, 
ind his glorious Aſſociates, that they have 
made this Stand againſt the enacting of ſome 
Laws, than to be the Makers of all the Laws 
ume Parliaments have paſs d, and particularly 
tie late one, tho' it has been of longer Dura- 
ton than any Parliament ſince that of the 
Rimp, and the Penſioner Parliament, to which, 
ts Proceedings, in many Inſtances, may be 
uutly compar'd. 

But when I give myſelf a Liberty of ſpeak- 
ug of the Septennial Parliament, I would not 
k thought to mean every Member of it. 
There were ſeveral very honeſt well-meaning 
Gentlemen 1n it, (and 7 Bux I could particular- 
ly mention) who would not, on any Terms 
t the Authors of Miſeries to their Fellow 
ubje&s; but theſe were but few in Number, 
md ( what has been the greateſt Excuſe to 
lem) there always appear d a great Majority 
wainſt them. 

Let fo much have our Parliaments in gene- 
al in this Age degenerated from their ancient 
Conſtitution, that as formerly they were com- 
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rity, and Patriots for their Country's Service, 
ve have lately ſeen a Member of the Houſe 
« Commons, convicted at a Bar of Juſtice, 
ak the higheſt and blackeſt Frauds z one ſup- 
pled to be a Confederate with Highwaymen 
ud Pick-pockets; from whence one might 
| Imagine, 


iter all his Endeavours, and arduous Struggles, 


ed. of all Men of Honour, Honeſty, and In- 
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imagine, that ſome of the excellent Qualities 
inſtill d into the Pupils of the famous Fonathay 
Wild, were a neceſſary Qualification for 2 
M— r of P t. 

For what is as ſtrange, as the other is mon- 
Rrous, our Houſes of Parliament have ſufferq 
one thus convicted of Frauds and Deceits, to 
have the Honour to fit with them, without 
voting his Expulſion, which is a ſufficient 
Scandal to that Auguſt Aſſembly; tho I do 
not pretend to inſinuate from this, that they 
are all equally guilty with the Criminal con- 
demn'd whatever Conſtruction may by ſome 
Perſons be put upon their Silence. 

If puniſhing the Guilty, be an Argument 
of Innocence in the Perſons condemning, this 
ſhould have been done: And J for my Part, if 
J had been a Repreſentative of the Septennal 
Parliament, and were to have ſat in the Houſe 
but three Hours longer, I ſhould not have 
been eaſy till I had voted an Expulſion of an 
unworthy Member, who was a Reproach to 
the whole; I ſhould have endeavour d to fit 
at leaſt two of the Hours, free from the Im- 
putation of looking over Crimes. 

A Negligence of this kind. is undoubtedly 
criminal.; Crimes are inferr'd from it; and 
it certainly behoov'd every Member of the 
Houſe of Commons, whether Guilty or not 
of Offences of the like nature, to have ex- 
cluded him their Body; becauſe without it, 
they not only bring a Diſgrace upon them- 
ſelves, but alſo upon future Parliaments which 


| ſhall be their Succeſſors. 


We havee experiencd Negligences of O. 
miſſion as well as Commiſſion: We wy 1. 
bs 5 ender 
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lender Houſes on the greateſt Debates, in 
Matters of the greateſt Importance ; ſome 
Members have withdrawn for one Reaſon, 
ſme for another; ſome out of a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of their own Guilt ; ſome to ſerve ſome 
Great Perſon ; others in Expectation of Places 
and Preferments, and others perhaps for M—. 

It is not long ſince that above Sixty withdrew / 
in the Space of a Day, when a Caſe of Bribery, | 
lad to the Charge of a Miniſter of Juſtice, ' 
was tried at their Bar. 

Oh England, what wilt thou come to, if 
the Executioners of thy Laws, and thoſe who 
ought to be the Puniſhers of Crimes, are found 
to be guilty, and the Promoters! of them ! But 
what can we ſay, when Bribery is ſo com- 
men, as to have little or no Notice; like a 
beauteous proſtituted Whore, who by Cuſtom 
becomes faſhionable, and the Object of Eſteem 
ma degenerate Age. Whether this be a proper 
Alluſion I ſubmit to the Dablers in Elections, 
vho Buy their Seats in the Parliament Honſe, _ 
n order to Sell their Country, and Stock- 
pb Boroughs in Exchange Alley, with no o- 
ther Views than to ſecure to the Purchaſers, 

a National Plunder, or Places of Profit at the 
Publick Coſt. 

As to what has happend for ſome Years 
faſt, great have been the Artifices uſed to 
make Corruption Univerſzl ; one Member of 
Paliament has endeavourd to corrupt ano- 
der, to juſtify his own Conduct; as if by 
Numbers of Guilty, Innocence were preſervd: 
Une has laugh'd at another who has been leſs 
0 the Mire than himſelf, and at all Times 
pen his Help in Hand to plunge him 1025 

ircum- 
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Circumſtances equal with himſelf : And Hg 
neſty and Plain Dealing have been ſo long fl. 
diculed, that, beſides the Jeſt of it, Ruin and 
Deſtruction are the general Attendants that 
wait upon them. 
Ihis is a melancholly Reflection, and very 
diſcouraging to all honeſt Spirits; it make 
Life almoſt a Burthen to a Religious and e- 
ven a Moral Mind; but ſuch is our Caſe, and 
it muſt be ſubmitted to; tho* not upon the 
whole, to be imputed to our Senators ; but 
this I muſt own, they have had a very great 
Share in theſe direful Misfortunes, which have 
ruih'd in upon us like a Torrent, and overſet 
every Thing. 
Thus much as an Introduction to what I 
have to ſay: I ſhall now examine into the 
ſeveral Proceedings of the Septennial Parlia 
ment, which will ſet what I have aſſerted 
in a clearer Light, and make appear 
rticularly what our great Repreſentatives 
— done for the Publick Benefit, and what 
they have done with more Private Views; 
what they have deſign'd in Favour of Liberty, 
and what they have done againſt it; what 
they have tranſacted to Favour Religion, and 
in what they have check'd it; and laſtly, 
what has been Enacted with the Wiſdom of & 
nators, and what has been done thro' Ignorand 
or Error. | 3 
Upon the Acceſſion of King George to tht 
Crown, * © His Majeſty was concern'd, to fin 
* the Publick Affairs of the Kingdom unde 
the greateſt Diſhculties, as well in 9 
* 112 
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fFroclamation for calling a new Parliament. 
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i Trade, as of the Great Debts of the Na- 
tion, &c. (ſince happily remov'd.) Where- 
won a new Parliament was calld; and 
in the firſt Year of his Reign a great many 
Statutes were Enacted : The firſt Act was for 
the better Support of the Houſhold ; it 
ganted the Duties of Exciſe upon Beer, 
Ale, and other Liquors, that were granted to 
king Charles II. King Villiam and Queen Ma- 
1, and the late Queen, to his preſent Majeſty : 


And to extinguiſh the Hopes of the Pretender 
ind his Friends, it orderd a Reward of 
j00,000 JI. to any Perſon who ſhould ſeize 
and ſecure the Perſon of the Pretender, when- 
erer he ſhould Land, or attempt to Land, in 
I iy of his Majeſty's Dominions. _ 
i This was the firſt Law made in this Reign; 
r ind I have no Comment on the Chriſtian U- 


ſage of ſetting a Price upon any Man's Head, 
tao it may be here expected ET me. The 
ff Laws enacted by the Septemial Parliament 
were for granting an Aid to his Majeſty, to 
be rais'd by a Land Tax of 2s in the Pound, 
br the Service of the Year; and for charging 
ad continuing the Duties on Malt,, Mum, 
Cyder, Sc. And theſe were neceſſary for the 
Wupport of the Honour and Dignity of the 
Crown on his moſt excellent Majeſty's coming 
b the Throne. 8 6 . | 
Other Statutes were for further Limitation 
if the Crown; for the better regulating the 
forces; for preventing Mutiny, and Deſertion; 
br the further Security of his Majeſty's Perſon 
nd Government, and the Succeſſion of the 
(town; for making the Militia more uſeful ; 
r Payment of Arrears for Work and a- 
R_ Kals 
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terials in the Building Blenheim Houle; 


for the Attainder of James Duke of Ormond g 
Henry Viſcount Bolingbroke, and others, of High of 


Treaſon , for encouraging all Superiors, Vat. Wil c + 
fals, Landlords and Tenants, in Scotland, who WM; 
thall continue Loyal to King George, and di. e 
couraging thoſe as ſhall be guilty of Rebel F R 
lious Practices; for enabling his- Majeſty o don 
ſettle a Revenue of 50,000 . per Amum, (o gal 
be paid ont of the Revenues of the Poſt Office Mind 
and the Duties of Exciſe) on her Royal High. 
neſs the Princefs of M ales, in Cafe ſhe ſhall Sur. Ag 
vive his Royal Highneſs the Prince: The ke. 
venue of the Prince, as firſt ſettled by Parliz 
ment was 10, oo l. a Year, out of the Du. 8 
ties of the Poſt Office, Ic. And out of the | 
Subſidies of Tonnage and Poundage, the King 
has 700,000 I. a Year allow'd him for Suy- Mex. 
porting of his Houſehold: 
 Befides theſe Laws, many others were en- r z 
acted; as for enlarging the Capital Stock of nn 
the South. Sea Company; for appointing Com- 
miſſioners to take, examine, and ſtate” the iy t 
Debts C-ue to the Army; to prevent Diſtur Wi, - 
bances by Seamen and others, and to pre- en 
ſerve Naval Stores; to impower his Majelty 
to ſecure and detain Perſons ſuſpected to be 
conſpiring againſt his Government, to in. 
demnify ſuch Perſons who acted in Defence of 
his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and for 
the Prefervation of the Peace, in the Time d 
the Rebellion, from Suits and Proſecutions; t0 
appoint Commiſſioners for Enquiring into tbe amn 
Eſtates of Traitors, and Popiſh Recuſants. and 

to raiſe Money out of them for the Uſe 0 

che abiick, Oe. 
5 But 
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zut the moſt extraordinary Laws that were 
made during this Seſſion of Parliament, were, 
te Statute for Repealing ſo much of the Act 
of the 12 & 13 of King William, entitled, An 
dt for the further Limitation of the Crown, 
nd better Securing the Rights and Liberties 
f the Subject, as enacts that no Perſon who 
hould come to the Poſſeſſion of the Crown, 
hall go out of the Dominions of England, Scot- 
in or Ireland without Conſent of Parliament; 
the Act for the more eaſy and ſpeedy Trial 
f fuch Perfons as have levied, or ſhall levy 
Var againſt his Majeſty; and an AG@ for pre- 
xnting Tumults, and riotous Aſſemblies. | 
By the former of theſe Laws, the Reſtraint 
m the Prerogative, which obligd the King 
b a conſtant Reſidence amongſt us, is taken 
&; fo that his Majeſty may at his Pleaſure, 
tany Time, go into his Foreign Dominions, 
into any other Country, without any Ac- 
mnt to, or Leave of his Parliament; which 
u general Opinion has very much contributed 
v the Impoveriſhment of the Cities of Lox- 
im and Veſiminſter, and doubtleſs had a dif- 
ment Effect as to ſome other Towns and Cities 
Abroad, By the Second, of theſe Statutes, 
terſons guilty of Treaſon, and who were in 
Arms in the Rebellion, were to be tried for 
e lame before ſuch Commiſſioners, and in 
Ih County as his Majeſty ſhould appoint; 
Flereas before this Law, the Offenders were 
e tried in the County where the Fact was 
mmitted, by Jurors of the ſame County, 
lo were ſuppos d to be the beſt Judges of the 
i committed, it being within their Know- 
age: And by the laſt of the Laws I have 
G2 mention, 
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mention'd, the Riotors were executed in 83. 
lzshury Court, as gwlty of Felony, who, before 
this Law, would have been only Puniſh'd with 
Fine and Impriſonment. . Bs 
How far theſe Statutes, with the Act for 
enlarging the Time of Continuance of Par. 
laments from Three Years to Seven Years, 
(alſo paſt in the Firſt Seſſion of the Septennia] 
Parliament) have alter'd our Conſtitution, 
and the Rights and Liberties of the Subject 
built upon former Laws, is too obvious for me 
to expatiate upon. It was expected from our 
great Legiſlators, after a temporary Uſe of er- 
traordinary Laws, made on an extraordinary 
Occaſion, that when the Occaſion ceas d, the 
Laws would alſo ceaſe, but this has been for- 
gotten. | | 
In Reſpe& to the latter, frequent Parlia 
ments are not only our ancient Conſtitution 
ut give the greateſt Check to a Deſigning 
Miniſtry; it makes them act with the greatelt 
Precaution; their own Safety requires it; fo 
tho they may be acquitted by one Hit iſ Par 
Lament, they may not by another. Beſides 
it has been well obſerv'd, that a Parliament 
Truſt is too great to be long repos'd in any Ma 
living. 15 Wo 
In the 2d Seſſion of the Septennial Fat 
lament, few Acts were made. A Land Ta 
of 4 5. in the Pound, was granted, and tif 
Duties on Malt, Mum, &c. 4 the Service 0 
theYear,continued : Several Laws were enacte 
for redeeming the Yearly Funds of the. Sa 
Sea Company, and the Bank of England ; alt 
ſettling on thoſe Companies other. Leal 
Funds after the, Rate of 5 1, per Cent, per 
2 N un 
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wm, redeemable by Parliament; and for o- 
lliging them to advance further Sums to the 
Government. There were alſo made, An Act 
or the better Regulating of Pilots for the 
onducting of Ships up the River of Thames; 
or the better Preſervation of the Game; for 
the better enabling Sheriffs to ſue out their 
patents and paſs their Accounts; and an AE 
fr the King's moſt gracious, general, and 
free Pardon. | 

The laſt mention'd Law runs thus : All 
hs Maj eſtys Subjects, as well Spiritual as Tem- 
mal, of the Realm of Great Britain, their 
Heirs and Succeſſors, and all Cities, Boroughs, 
ſires, &c. ſhall be by the Authority of this 
Puhament, acquitted, pardoned, releaſed and dif- 
darged, againſt the King, his Heirs and Succeſ-. 
ſors, from all Treaſons, Miſprifions of Treaſons, 
felony, treaſonable and ſeditious Words and Libels, 
ſeditious and unlawful Mettings, and all Offences 
 Premunire.; and alſo from all Riots, 
kouts, Contempts, 7c Mrongs, Leceits 
Mijdemeanours, For feitures, Penalties, Pains of 
Death, Pains Corporal and Pecuniary, and gene- 
rally from all other Things, Cauſes, Quarrels, 
ute, Fudgments and Executions, in this Ad not 
Excepted, which. have been committed, incur, d, or 
jafeited before the 6th of May, 1717. 

The Exceptions in the Act extend to all 
luck as were, on the ſaid 6th of May, in the 
vice of the Pretender; all who had levied 
Var againſt his Majeſty, &c. All voluntary 
Murders, petit Treaſons, and wilful Poiſonings, 
luning of Houſes, Piracies and Robberies on 
ne Seas, Burglaries and Robberies, Sodo- 
ny and Buggery, Rapes, Perjury, Forgery, 
_ | . 
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e. And alſo particularly, as to Perſons, tg 
Robert Earl of Oxford, Simon Lord Harcamt 
Matthew Prior, Thomas Harvey, Arthun Muy 
Kc. Eſqs; and all thoſe who had been 
Impeach'd in Parliament, before the 6th of 
May, 1717, whoſe Impeachments remain{ 
undetermined. - 

The Exception of Perſons in ſubſe. 
quent Statutes I think has been omitted; 
nor, by what has happend ſince, is it thought 
any Reflection on them, that they were ever 
inſerted in any Excep'1on : The Acquital of 
the Earl of Oxford, after impeach'd by Par. 
liament, and brought on his Trial, by»a,Dif. 
agreement of the two Houſes, eſpecially of 
the Commons, as to the Form and Man. 
ner of the Proſecution, ſufficiently juſtifies 
the Conduct of that Earl, or ſufficiently black. 
ens the Characters of others; for it cannot be 
ſuppos'd that the Niceties of Form only, ſhould 
permit a Traitor to his Country to paſs with 
Impunity in that High Court of Juſtice, un- 
leſs there were ſome other Artifices uſed to 
Skreen him from Puniſhment, ſuch as tis ſaid 
have been lately practis d with great Suc- 
ceſs. | 
Some will have it to be occaſion'd by a 
Diſguſt the chiet Manager againſt him took 
at a Diſappointment he met with in the ia- 
tisfying his De ſires after Places and Preferments, 
(ſince Liherally conferr'd on him and his Fa- 
mily, even to almoſt One Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds a Year Revenue) bnt I take it to hea 
different Cauſe; and that no Opportunity but 
the Want of Matter ſufficient for Conviction 
of Treaſon, gave the Occaſion of the Acquit- 
ral of the Earl abovementiond. but 
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But what may be the Reflections on this ex- 
ordinary Event? the Ax was carried before 
he Oftender, not to be Uſed, but to Amuſe; 
t Blacken, not to Execute; to Mock the 
noſt Auguſt Court of Judicature in the World; 
to convince Mankind that the ſharpeſt Edge 


« [aſtzce, may be blunted by Metal more ſoft, 
ud of a different Hue. | 
The zd Seſſion of this Parliament began 
rith a Land-Tax, the uſual Buſineſs, of three 
fillings in the Pound: The Statute for Con- 
tnuance of the Duties on Malt, Sc. and for 
mpropriating the Supplies granted in this 
ion of Parliament: And an Act was pa ſs'd 
u this Seſſion, to enable his Majeſty to be 
borernor of the South Sea Company : The 
datute enacts, that his Majeſty is and ſhall 
e capable of being and continuing Governor 
the South. Sen Company for ſuch Time or 
limes as are preſcrib d by the Charter granted 
b the ſaid Company for the Continuance of 
ay Governor therein: And his Majeſty is 
aempted from the Oaths neceſſary to qualify 
idubject to be Governor of the {aid Compa- 
I7; and all other Acts, unleſs it be relating 
b his Majeſty's Share of the Capital Stock. 
[vs was his Majeſty Qualify'd to be at the 
lead of a Set of Men, who have plunder'd 
le Publick. 
The other Acts of this Seſſion, were for Pu- 
ling Mutiny and Deſertion, and for the 
ktter Payment of the Army and their Quar- 
a; For veſting the Forfeited Eſtates in 
beat Britain ard Hrelund in Truſtees, to be 
ul for the Uſe of the Publick : For impower- 
the Commiſſioners appointed to put in 
| E ZECU- 


the moſt deſtructive Inſtrument,in the Hand 
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Execution the Act of the 9th and 1oth Ye 
of Queen Anne, for building Fifty Ne 
Churches in and about the Cities of Lind, 
and Weſtminſter, to direct the Pariſh-Church { 
St. Giless in the Fields, in the County of Mi 
dleſex, to be re-built inſtead of one of the i. 
Fifty New Churches: And an Act for the of 
ther preventing Robbery, Burglary, and oth 
Felonies, and for the more effectual Tran 
portation of Felons. 

The firſt of theſe Statutes is a Tempora 
Law, often renew'd, as the Exigency of Tims 
requires it, to regulate that Body of Men v 
are the Guardians of our Liberties, next tot 
Laws, and the great Bulwark of the Proteſts 
Succeſſion, on which our Hopes (by no Meat 
fraſtrated) have ſo much depended. The f 
cond mention'd Statute has indeed very we 
ordain'd, that the Forteited Eſtates ſhould | 
veſted in Truſtees, viz. Richard Grantbam, El 
George Treby, Eſq; Aithur Ingram, Eſq, Gen! 
Gregory. Eſq; Sir Richard Steele, Sir Hemy Hong 
ton, Patrick Haldave, Eſq, Sir Thomas Halt 
Robert Munroe, Eſq; Hemy Cumingbam, El 
Dems Bond, Eſq. John Birch, Eſq; and Sir Ju 
Eyles, to be ſold for the Uſe of the Public 
But Quere how much of the Money ariſing Þ 
the Sales of theſe Eſtates, has been hitherto aj 
propriated to any publick Uſe? I do net! 
member that any particular Diſpoſition of ti 
Money has been made by Parliament; an 
till this appears, the Publick has a Right, B 
not to enquire into it, at leaſt to expect that 8 
ſhould be thus diſpos'd of. The third mel 
tion'd Statute I have no Comment upon, full 


. 
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ther than to obſerye that it was not intern 


as 


by the Ac of Queen Anne, that fewer 
han Fifty New Churches ſhould be built in 
his City: But ſhe was truly Religious, and 
kr encouraging the Church, which is more 
han can be ſaid of all our Princes, | 
As to the Act for Tranſportation of Felons, 
Wis the only good Law that has been made 
the Septenmal Parliament, which is put in 
frecution : It has freed us from a great many 
jobbers, Thieves, and Pick-pokets, who have 
en taken in the Facts; but the teſt 
Iobbers, the Robbers of the Publick, have 
fay'd this Law ; and if inſtead of it, an Or- 
lnance had been made for Tranſportation of 
he Parliament, before the Year One Thou- 
ind Seven Hundred and Twenty, it would 
me been happy for this Nation: We ſhould 
hen have eſcap'd the general Calamity. 
Tranſportation is the leaſt a great many of 
m Members have deſerv'd at our Hands; 
bm? have deſerv'd more; many late Of- 
knders have ended their Lives ignominiouſ- 
hat the Gallows, by far leſs Criminal, and 
o have been driven to a Neceſſity of ex- 
ordinary Means for the Support of Life 
lr the extraordinary Conduct of ſome Per. 
ns, who, deſerving the like Puniſhment, are 
u the Poſſeſſion of Titles and Honours, Af- 
hence and Plenty, and feed luxuriouſly on 
ll: Spoils of the Widow and Orphan, But 
be Poet has obſerv'd, 


That little Villains muſt ſubmit to Fate, 
Ihat Great Ones may enjoy the World in State. 
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The Statute for Tranſportation of Felong 
requires particular Notice, as it is a Lay for 
the Publick Benefit; wherefore I inſert an Ab. 
ſtract ot the moſt material Part of it. By 
this Statute, It is enacted, that where any Perſons 
bave been convicted of any Offence within the 
Benefit of the Clergy, and are lyable to be Whig 
or Burnt. in the Hand, or have been order d to ay 
Wor k-Houſe, before a certain Time : As alſo what 
any Perſons ſhall be hereafter convicted of Grand q 
Petit-Larceny, or any Felonious Stealing of Monty 
or Goods and Chattels, either from the Perſon e 
the Houſe of any other, or in any other Manner 
and who by Lam ſhall be entitled to the Benefit o 


Clergy, and liable only to the Penalties of Bunn; 
in the Hand or Whipping, (except Perſons comitel zn 
for Receiving or Buying Stolen Goods known of 
them to be Stolen) it ſhall be lawful for the Cue 
before whom they were convicted, or any Court be ty; 
at the ſame Place with like Authority, inſtead ol h 
ordering ſuch Gffenders to te Burnt in th: Hal; 0 
or V hipt, to order that they ſhall be ſent to ſol... [ 
of bis Majeſty's Plantations in America for devel, . 
Tears; and that Court before whom they wer? co 1 
vicled, or any ſubſequent Court held at the b,, 
Place, with like Authority as the foi dier, ſhall ball = 
Power to Transfer, aud make over ſuch Fend 1 
by Order of Court, to the Uſe of any Perjons a Lore 
their Afigns, who ſhall contract for the Fei fa mar 
of ſuch Trayſportation for Seven Tears : ye 
where any Por ſons ſhall be convicted or attainted M, 
any Offences, for which Death by Law onght Net 
be inflited, and bis Majeſiy ſhall extend bis lo 


Mercy to-fuch Offenders, on Condition of Tranſy*8 


tation. to any Part of America > ON ſuch Intent:i@ 
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Wretaries of State, It ſhall be lamful for any Court, 
ling proper Authority, to allow ſuch Offenders 
is Benefit of a Pardon, under the Great Seal, and 
y order the like Tranſportion to any Perſon, who. 
il contract for the Performance, and to bs Aſſigns, 
f any ſuch Offenders, for the Term of Fourteen 
jun, if the Condition of Tranſportation be gene- 
al, or elſe for ſuch other Term as ſhall be made 
Pat of the Condition, if any particular Time is 
inited by his Majeſty: And the Perſons contracting, 
their Afigns, ſhalt, by Virtue of ſuch Order of 
Tranfer, have a Property in the Service of ſuch 
(fenders for ſuch Terms of Tears, | 
Prrſons convicted of Receiving or Buying Stolen 
Goods, knowing them to be Stolen, are liable to 

hranfportation for Fourteen Tears : And if any 
(fender order d to be Tranſported for any Term of 
Kren or Fourteen Tears, or other Time, ſhall re- 

Im into Great Britain or Ireland, before the End 

his Ter m, be ſhall be puniſh'd as a Perſon attaint- 

« of Felony without Benefit of Clergy, and Execu- 

im ſhall be awarded accordingly. But bis Majeſty 

wy at any Time pardon the Tranſportation, and 

uw of the Return of the Offender, be paying bis 

wer a reaſonable Satisfa@ion. 


in the th Year of the Septeynial Parliament, 
great many Laws were erated, both Pub- 
ik and Private. The firſt, of a Publick Na- 
ye, was for granting a Land-Tax of three 
Mllings in the Pound: The next for continu- 
ts the Duties on Malt, Mum, Cyder, Ec. for 
le Service of the Lear: And for applying 
Mlonies to be rais q by Way of Lottery: And 
leſe are ſucceeded with an Act for ſtrengthen- 
5 the Proteſtant Intereſt in theſe Kingdoms: 
D 2 An 
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An Act for Puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion 
and the better Payment of the Army: And an 
Act for Quieting and eſtabliſhing Corporn 
tions. i | 
The Act for ſtrengthening the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, is plac'd in our Statute-Books under 
the Head of Religion, and was made for re 
pealing Part of a Law made in the 1oth Year 
of the Reign of Queen Aue, and of another 
Law made 12* Anno of the ſame Reign: One 
was entitled an Act for Preſerving the Prote 
fant Religion, by better ſecuring the Churc 
of England; and the other for Preventing the 
Growth of Schiſm ; The former enacted, tha 
if any Perſon, who had any Office, Civil, 0 
Military, or who receiv d any Pay or Salary 
by Patent or Grant from the Crown, or hg 
ſhould receive any Fee or Wages of the Queen 


her Heirs or Succeſſors, or jhould have af 
Place of Command or Truſt in Exgland, Cc. p 
be admitted into any Employment in , . 
Houſhold; or if any Magiſtrates of a Corp L 
tion, who by the 13 & 25 Car. 2. or either ol en 
them were obligd to receive the Sacrane' ll a. 
Should, after their Admiſſion into their Office a 
or after having ſuch Patent or Grant, or Plagſ an 
of Truſt, and during their Continnance er 
ſuch Office, be preſent at any Convention Tc 
for the Exerciſe of Religion, at which the 
ſhould be ten Perſons or more aſſembled, m. 
ſhould be knowingly preſent at any Mee vi 
where the Royal Family ſhon!d not be pray th: 
for in expreſs Words, tho' the Liturgy of D. 
Church of England were ns'd, they were to 18 wa 
cur a Peralty of 40 l. and be diſabled to be m. 


all 
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any Office or employment whatſoever. This 
was what was call'd the Act of Conformity. 

The Law againſt Schiſm ordain'd, that if 
any Perſon ſhould keep any publick or private 
School or Seminary, or teach any Youth as 
Tutor or Schoolmaſter, before he ſhould have 
ſubſcribd the Declaration of 14 Car. 2, (viz. 
That he would conform to the Liturgy of the 
Church of England) and ſhould have obtain'd 
a Licenſe from the Archbiſhop or Biſhop of 
the Dioceſs, he ſhould be committed to the 
common Goal for three Months. Perſons keep- 
ing Schools, were alſo to receive the Sacrament 
of the Church of England, to take the Oaths, 
and ſubſcribe the Declaration againſt Tranſubs 
ſtantiation; And they were not to reſort to 
any Conventicles or Meetings. 

Theſe were the Laws relating to the Church 
of England, made by Queen Anne; and re- 
peal'l! by the 5 Geo. It ſeems the Proteſtant 
Intereſt was to be ſtrengthen'd by annihilating a 
Law made for preſerving the Proteſtant Relt- 
gon, and better ſecuring the Church; and of 
a Law againſt Schiſm, which did not extend, 
3 to Seminaries of Learning, to the Tuition 
and Teaching of Youth in Reading, Writing, 
or Mathematical Learning in the Englifh- 
Iongue. 

I have mention'd thus much of the Statutes 
made in the late Reign, to ſhew to the Reader 
what "tis as has been repeal'd, that he may 
the better judge of the Conduct of the Septemial 
barliament in this Particular, and ſee what 
was our Law before it was alter d. But this 
muſt he ſaid in Behalf of our Parliament, in 
tie ſecond Section of the Act of Repeal, they 

| enact- 
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enacted, That if any Mayor, Bailiff, or other 5 
Magiſtrate of a Corporation, ſhall reſort to, . 
or be prefent at any publick Meeting for Re. i 
lig:ous Worihip, other than the Church of WI ” 
England as by Law eſtablith'd, in the Gown ot 10 
other peculiar Habit, or attended with the 1 
Mace or Enſigns of his Office, every ſuch n 
Mayor, c. being thereof convicted, ſhall be 7 
diſabled to hold ſuch Office or Employment, 
and be adjudg'd incapable to bear any pnblick ® 
Office. 
The Act for Quiet ing Corporations, was made . 
on a Neglect of taking the Oath and {ub th, 
{cribing the Declaration of the folemn League 1 
und Covenant, (diſusd for many Years, tho F 
requir d by the Act 13 Car. 2.) to confirm Mem. Wl d 
bers of Corporations in their Offices, notwith- Wi 
ſtanding the Omiſſion to take the {aid Ozth or th 
to ſubſcribe the ſaid Declaration; and to in. 15 
demnify them from all Incapacities, Diſabil. kr 
ties, and Forfeitures, ariſing from ſuch Omiſſion. c 
Tt alſo repeals ſo much of the Statute as fe. f 
quir'd the taking the ſaid Oath and ſubſcnd- h 
ing the Declaration. The Objection to this 1 
Omiſſion, was firſt ſtarted by a cunning At n 
torney in the Weſt, to make his Terms win Wil Rt 
the Officers of a certain Corporation, with A 
whom he was at Variance : And he carry of 
his Point, having prov'd, that by the Omithon 8 | 
of a Part of their Qualification, the Acts ot | 4 
all the Corporations in England were Null and to 
Void. 3 
Hy this Law in- Favour of Corporations, it n 
is alſo ordain d, that all Members of Corpora. pu. 


tions, and every Perſon in Poſſeſſion of any | 
Onice at the Time of making this Statute, * | 
| quir d 
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dür d by the ſaid Act of 13 Cay. 2. to take 
the Sacrament according to the Church of Eng- 
und, within one Year next before their Electi- 
on, ſhall be confirm'd in their ſeveral Offices, 
notwithſtanding their Omiſſion to take the 
ſid Sacrament, and be indemuty'd from all 
Incapacities, Diſabilities, &c. And none of 
their Acts ſhall be queſtion'd or avoided by 
Reaſon of ſuch Omithon. * 22 
The further Acts of this Seſſion of the Sep- 
tial Parliament, are, An Act for continuing 
Duties upon Coals, Cc. for eſtabliſhing certain 
Funds to raiſe Money, as well to proceed in 
the Building of new Churches, as allo to com- 
pleat the Supply granted to his Majeſty : An 
At againſt Cl ndeſtine Running of Uncu- 
tom'd Goods, and for preventing of Frauds 
relating to the Cuſtoms :*An Act to continue 
the Commiſſioners appointed to examine, 
ſtate, and determine the Debts due to the 
Army, and to examine and ſtate the Demands 
of ſeveral foreign Princes and States for Sub- 
lidies during the late War: A Statute for the 
better ſecuring the lawful Trade of his Ma- 
kity's Subjects to and from the Eaſt. Indies - 
An Act for recovering the Credit of the Briti/ 
Fiſhery : Acts for preventing Miſchiefs which 
may happen by keeping too great Quantities 
of Gunpowder in or near the Cities of Lon- 
on and Weſtminſter ; for Prevention of Incon- 
vemencies ariſing from ſeducing Artificers in- 
to foreign Parts; for the better preverfting 
Frauds committed by Bankrupts ; be making 


more effectual the Laws for Diſcovery and 
Puniſhment of Decr-Stealers; and the ſeveral 
Statutes 


C38 
Statutes for Repairing and Amending the 
Highways of this Kingdom. 

The Law for recovering the Credit of oy 
Fiſhery, was a well deſign'd Law; but why 
did not our Parliament examine into this ſoon- 
er? When a Trade is wholly loſt, it is then to 
late to make Laws for its Preſervation; which 
I fear is the Caſe of the Britiſh Fiſhery. The 
Statute for preventing the ſeducing of Artificey 
into foreign Parts, might be allo a good Law; 
but unleſs our Artificers are encourag'd at 
home, no one can blame them for going a 
broad: If they are here Starving, thro the 
Badneſs of the Times, (as I am very appre- 
henſive too many are) they are then undera 
Neceſſity of going into thoſe Parts of the 
World, howſoever remote, where they can ac. 
quire a Subſiſtence in Life: And as to the 
Law againſt Bankrnpts. it has been found to 
be neceſſary, when we have a large Army e 
theſe Sorts of People, and it has been juſtiy 
obſerv'd, that it is almoſt unfaſhionable not to 
be a Bankrupt. 

Our Parliament, in this Seſſion, ſhew'd them 
ſelves induſtriouſly enclin'd to the Preſervatiot 
of the Game, particularly of Deer; expecting 
I preſume, ſoon to enlarge their Landed Term: 
tories, out of the Plunder of their Fellow-Sub- 
jects; (for we are now advancing to the fatal 
Annal) they enacted, That if after the iff 0 
May 1719, any Perſon ſhall enter any Park, Tui. 
dock, or other encloſed Ground, where Deer a 
uſually kept, and wilfully wound or kill any Red « 
Fallow Deer, without the Conſent of the Owner, ( 
Perſon entruſted with the Cuſtody of ſuch Park, &c. 
or ſhall be aſſiſting therein; on his being "my 
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r ſuch Offence, before any Fudge f. Goal Deli 
mn for. the County wherein ſuch Park ſhall be, 
id Comidtion thereof by VerdiT or Confeſſion, be 

ul be. ſent to ſome of bis Majeſty's Plantations in 

\nerica for 7 Tears : And the Court before whom 

fall be convicted, or any ſubſequent Court, held 
t the ſame Place, with like Authority, ſhall hate 

wer to Comvey, Transfer, and make over ſuch Of- 

mr, by Order of Court, to the Uſe of any Fer- 
* vho ſhall contract for the Performance of ſuch 
nſportation. * . N ER 

If the Keeper, or other Officer, of any Foreſt, &c. 
we Deer are uſually kept, ſhall be convicted on 
L Statute.2 & 4 W. & M. for Killing or Taking 
i any Red or Fallow Deer, or for being aiding. 
bein, without Conſent of, the Owner, or Perſon 
ih entruſted with the Cuſtody of ſuch Foreſt, &c. 
hall forfeit 501. for each Deer ſo kill d, to be 
1d by Diſtreſs: And for want of Diſtreſs, 
npriſon'd for 3 Tears, without Bail. or Main- 
ze, and be ſet on the Pillory two Hours, on 
w Market Day, in the, .Town next the Place 
ne the Offence was committee. 
wo theſe Clauſes, in this, Law, we may ſee 
in careful our Repreſentatives have been as 
the Preſerving of Beaſts Fere Nature, origi- 
ly in common to Mankind, and which all 
da Property in. I do not queſtion the Au- 
uity of our Senate in making of Laws; 
t thoſe Things wherein the People had an 
tina! Right, they will think hard to be 
en from them, without parting with that 
ht in a Manner agreeable to the general 


W'pofition of Property. 
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So careful, I ſay, have our Members dk 
Parliament ſhewn themſelves in a Caſe of Di. 
verſion chiefly, and a diſputed Property; The 
have made "Tranſportation, Fines, and Im. 
priſonment, the Puniſhment of Offences i 
the Injury of Beaſts, ( nay, ſome have pon 
farther, by propoſing it to be Felony to kill 
any Sort of Game) when they have entirel 
neglected the higheſt Concern of the Nation 
a Concern relating to the Lives, the Fortune 
and eſtabliſh'd Property of Human Species, and 
their Fellow. Subjects, who choſe them for thei 
Repreſentatives. 

This will found but illy to Poſterity; anc 
to ſhew that this bleſſed Parliament delighted 
in Trifles attended with Miſchiefs, as well 24 
in Matters of Moment that were fatal, I ſhalk 
here inſert a Part of the Statute made fol 
the more effectual amending of the Highs 
ways. It is enacted That no travelling Waggon 
ſhall have the Wheels bound with Streaks or Til 
of a leſs Breath than two Inches and a Half, when 
worn, on Pain of for feiting all the Horſes about 
three in Number, with all the Geers, Tackle 
&c. | 1 

By Virtue of this Law, all our Waggoner 
in England, who travell'd for Hire, were ms 
mediately obliged to furniſh themſelves witli 
new Waggons, to avoid the Penalties, and cr 
ry on their Buſineſs : They were forced to par 
with their old Waggons, experienced to de 
good, ard perfectly uſeful, for any Thing they 
could get; and to take up with new Waggon 
that were conſiderably worſe for their Ser vic 


at the deareſt Prizes; And at the ſame Tims 
limiteſ 


1 


limited to the ſame Number of Horſes as be- 
fore; tho adding to the Breadth of the Wheels 
makes a very great Difference on this Account; 
and all this was done to ſatisfy the Revenge 
of a Member, who had the woful Misfortune 
of pitching his Head into a Mire, in a Road 
which was never known to be good. Tos 
It is by this Statute our Waggoners, and 
inland Traders, who have Dependance upon 
them for the Carriage of their Goods, have 
been liable to great Hardſhips and Expences, 
without any Redreſs, tho' they lately pe- 
tition'd our wiſe Law-makers to take their 
Cafe into Conſideration. 5 
Before I quit this Seſſion of Parliament, 1 
im to take ſome Notice of the Peerage-Bill, 
brought into the Houſe of Lords, for limit- 


all ins the Number of Peers, to ſit in that Houſe, 
Vo This Subject employ'd all Converſations, for 
198 :-conſiderable Time, and made ſo great a 
oo Noiſe in Town, that many were the Pam- 


maets, that were written for and againſt it: 
e The Court was for this Bill, which was a 
wi Politick Game the Publick could not well 
nderſtand, for it was parting with a Branch 
if the Perogative; the Lords you may be 
dee join'd with the Court, as it might be a 
mi ans of preſerving the Dignity of the 
trerage, and the Commons vigorouſly oppes'd 
oth, for They expected Themſelves all to be 
are Lords; ſo that the Bill, after many Debates, 
opt in its Progreſs. , 

A great many diſcerning Perſons were Stick- 
0008 rs for this Bill, who were of neither Houſe 
1000 © Parliament, becauſe they apprehended il! 


" | Tolls 
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Cdnſequences from the encreaſe of the Nun 
ber of cur Peers: (above ſixty Promotions t6 
the Peerage having been already made in thi 
Reign) By that noble Body's growing to 
Great, the Commons of England, who ought tg 
be the Protectors of our Liberties, may be in 
Danger of loſing their Rights and Privilege, 
and other Inconyeniencies may enſue, which 
at the Time of this Bill was foreſeen ; tho 
tis likely” the Court had another Reaſon for 
their advancing a Law of this Nature, not 
proper to be mention d when we have a Suc- 
ceflor to the Crown now amongſt us. 
The Hiſtory of the Particular Debates on 
this Bill, is too long to be inſerted in thy 
Treatiſe; I ſhall therefore omit it, and pro 
ceed to that Annal of our Septennial Parliament, 
which will ſound dreadful ta Poſterity the 
fatal Year 1720. | 
The 5th Seſſion of the Septennial Parlu 
ment, began with a Land Tax of three Sil 
lings in the Pound; an Act for continuing 
the Duties on Malt, Mum, Cyder, Cc. 
Statute for laying a Duty on wrought Plate; 
An Act for the prevention of Frauds in the Ke 
venues, Exciſe, Poſt-ffice, Sc. A Law i 
puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion; and an Au 
to appoint Commiſſioners to examine, ſtate, 
and determine the Debts due to the Army. 
But the greateſt Act of this Seſſion, was the 
Act for enabling the South-Sea Company to In- 
creaſe their Capital Stock and Fund, by Redeemy 
ing publick Debts; and for raiſing Money, ic 
be apply'd for leſſening ſeveral of the publich 
Debts and Incumbrances. It recites that the 
3 Common 
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Commons being deſirous to leſſen the pubfick 
Debts, as faſt as might be, and that the pub- 
lick Duties might be ſettled ſo that the South- 
K Company's Annuity or yearly Fund, for 
their then preſent and to be encreas'd Capi- 
tal, might be continu d to Midſummer, 1727, and 
afterwards reduc'd to four Pounds per Cent. and 
thenceforth be redeemable by Parliament, Did 
zrant that the Rates of Exciſe, and Duties 
on Pepper, &c. granted in the Reign of Queen 
Anne, and the Duties on Coals granted 5 Geo. 
ſhould be continud and made perpetual, to 
ſecure to the South Sea Company, the Payments 
intended to be made by this Act. 

The South- Sea Company, in Conſideration 
of the Liberty given them of Increaſing their 
Capital Stock and Fund, (I think to Forty 
Millions, an immenſe Sum) by taking in 
of all the Redeemable Debts, &c. were to 
jy into the Exchequer, towards diſcharging 
the Principal and Intereſt of ſuch National 
Debts and Incumberances, as were incurr'd 
before the 25th of December 1716, the Sum of 
Four Millions One Hundred and Fifty Thon- 
lind Pounds and upwards ; and alſo four Years 
ind a Half's Purchaſe on the. Terms of An- 
nuities that ſhould be taken in by Subſcrip- 
ton : For which they were to be paid an An- 
nity (by weekly or other Payments) out of 
the Moneys ariſing by the Publick Duties 
above mention'd, order d into the Exchequer for 
their Uſe. 

To enable the Company immediately to raiſe 
the Four Millions and One Hundred and Fifty 
Thonſand Pounds, and the four Years and a 
Falf's Purchaſe on Annuities, they were em- 
- OG power d 
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1 he to make Calls of Money 


| n their 
embers, to open Books of 8 


u 
ubſcriptions, 


or grant redeemable Annuities, or to raiſe | 
Money by any other Methods they ſhould | 
think fit. And the Company was like. | 
wiſe enabled to borrow Money upon any | 
Contracts, Bills, or Bonds, under their com- 
mon Seal, or on the Credit of their Capita! 
Stock, at ſuch Rates of Intereſt for any Time 
not leſs than Six Months, as they ſhould thirk 
paper, and ſhould be to the Satisfaction of the 


enders. 


They were empower'd to take in by Sub- j 


ſcription all or any of the Annuities, for lon 
and ſhort Terms of Years, ( formerly grant 


for Money lent to the Crown) as the only 
Means of paying thoſe Debts and publick In- 


cumbrances. 


This is a Part of this Law, enacted by the 
Septenmal Parliament : Let us now examine a 2 
little into the Uſe that was made of it. This 
AQ was no ſooner paſs'd into a Law, but the 
South-Sea Stock conſiderably advanc'd ; in 2 
few Weeks Time it roſe from 100, to 200, 
and 300 f Cent. Price. This drew a vaſt } 
Concourſe of People of all Ranks and Con- 
ditions, to Exchange-Alley; Stars and Garters Y 
were here. more frequently ſeen than at Court; 
and our Ladies of the greateſt Quality Þ 
abandon'd their Palaces, and promiſcuoully 
mixt with Thieves, Stockjobbers, Lords, 
and Pickpockets : They attended the Exchange 
both Day and Night, to try their Fortunes 
with a Set of Sharpers; and for ſome Time 


were conſiderable Gainers by the Stocks. 


The 
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The Directors having obſerv'd this Sncceſs, im- 
mediately ſet on Foot theirMoney-Subſcriptionsj 
The firſt they took in low, I think at 300 per 
Ent. and finding it full ſooner than they ex- 
pected, they ſet others on Foot, till they 
came to 1000 per Cent. for 1co Pound Stock; 
and ſuch was the Madneſs of the People that 
they ventur d in all the Subſcriptions; but it was 
in a great Meaſure owing to the Management 
of the Directors, who gave it out to be a Fa- ' 
your, that they permitted any to be Subſcri- 
bers but their Friends, and fill'd up what was 
wanting with fictitious Names. 

Theſe Subſcriptions not only rais'd the Stock 
to almoſt ten Times its Value, but hkewiſe 
drew in the Subſcribers of Government Annu- 1 
ies; which the Directors alſo at firſt made a | q 
Favour to them, that happy was the Man (in the | 
then Opinion) who could firſt Subſcribe to | 
hs Ruin. Our greateſt Men of the Kingdom, | 
for Senſe and Abilities, as well as Fortunes, 1 
ere drawn into it; for we had Stateſmen, 1 
ſulges, and Biſhops, who were taken with the | | 
bait, as well as Tinkers, Coblers, and old 1 
Women, But when the Subſcribers and Buy- 
ers of Stock began to conſider what they had 
ne, and the great Diſproportion between 
fie real Value and the Prices given, they 
then reflected on their Conduct, and were 
more fond of Selling out, (eſpecially the Fo- 
t1pners, here in great Numbers) than ever 
they were of Buying in, which occaſion'd the 
ft Fall of the Sonth-Sea Stock. 


The 
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The Directors finding that they had gene 
too far in taking in Subſcriptions, to keep up 
the Spirit of the People, and the Price of their 
Stocks, lent to the Proprietors 400 per Cent. on 
their Capital, by which Means They were 
enabled to purchaſe further : They made a De- 
claration of Dividends of 20, 30, and 50 
Cent. the latter for the Term of twelye 
Years, and Cook'd up a fictitious Contract 
with the Bank, which ſupported the Stock 
for ſome Time longer: But the Price being 
ſo very exorbitant, and more than all | 
the Money in England, or in Europe, could ſa- 
tisfy, if all the Stock were to be ſold, which 
now was the Caſe, for all would be Sellers, 
it fell from 1000 per Cent. in .2 very few 
Months, to 400 and 300, before the Parliament 
could meet to paſs any Law or do any Thing in 
its Favour... 3 55 
For the King being Abroad, at Hanovgr, he 
could not eaſily quit his German Dominions to 
come to our Aſſiſtance; and a Parliament could 
not well be call'd at this extraordinary Jun- 
cture without his Royal Preſence: His Maje: 3 
ſty's Abſence on this Occaſion, was a pen 1 
Misfortune to his Subjects; It was at leaſt 
three or four Months before the King came 
over; and by what happen'd in the mean 
Time, we were ſufficiently ſenſible that the 
Complaiſance ſhewn to our King by his conde- 3 
ſcending Parliament, in repealing the Clauſe 
in the Act of Succeſſion, which had oblig d his 
Majeſty's Reſidence in England, was a Com. 
plaiſance as diſagreeable to his People, as it 
could be acceptable to his Majeſty. 


Bat 


1 

But when our Parliament met, what did it 
do fot the publick Benefit, and to retrieve 
Miſconducts? Why truely they made ſeveral 
Votes and Reſolutions, and order'd a Com- 
nittee to be appointed, to Enquire into Pro- 
ceedings, Which were ſucceeded with ſome 
Laws for Reſtoring Publick Credit : But all was 
oo late; the Miſchief was already done, and 
could not be undone ; inſtead of railing the 
Kock, they brought it to oo. And the South- 
$: Dividends of 30 and 50 per Cent. which 
tad been formerly declar'd, were now ſunk in 
their Books to 10, 8, and 7. 

The Subſcribers for Stock at 1000 and 500, 
wete not now able to go on with their Sub- 
criptions ; they were releaſed by the Parlia- 
nent; the South-Sea Company had remitted 
em a great Part of their Debt to the Govern- 
nent, on Condition of allowing additional 
dock to Froprietors : But the Subſcribers of 
borernment Annuities were obliged to the 
Termsof 3o0,. when the Stock would not 
eld 100, and prevented by a Law from aſſer- 
ting their Right at Law in conteſting their Sub- 
criptions, which being agreed to on the Side 
« the Directors only, and not of the Propri- 
tors, as the Statute directed, were in all legal 
Conſtruction no Subſcriptions at all, but a no- 
orious Fraud and Impoſition of the Directors, 
ad thoſe employ'd by them. | 

Inſtead of Paying the publick Debts, the 
Wth-Sea Managers brought every Body in 
Debt, and Ruin upon All Men but themſelves : 
Nay, they did not ſtick to plunder their dear- 


Id Friends and Relations, to raiſe their own 


Fortunes ; and thoſe who were not let into the 
F Secret, 
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Secret, were one Day in a Coach, and the 
next in a Priſon, but the latter they were ſure 
of: Strange were the Reverſes of Fortune in a 
very few Weeks; we ſaw the loweſt and moſt 
awkwa d Mechanicks ſurrounded with Equi- 
pages, and in the Palaces of Noblemen ; and 
our ancient Gentry deſtitute of Habitations, 
and reduc'd to the extremeſt Poverty. 
Suicides and Se.f-Violences were now be— 
come io common, that we ſeldom had a Week 
without many O«c-ncences of News of this 


Ei d, b-fdes great Numbers who ſubmitted to 
their Fate, by pin ing way with Grief, Penuty 


aid Want. This has been the Caſe of many 


of the Annuitants, as to whom the publick | 


Faith has been very. much broken by the &- 


tennial Parliament: The Annuitants could not 
expect that in an Affair of lending their] 
Money to the Government, and for which 
our former Parliaments had engaged, that 
they ſhould be tied down by a Law to theit F 


Ruin and Deſtruction. 


But as what I have mention'd is not ſufſici- 
ent to diſplay the whole Scene of Villainy of 
the South-Sea Directors, and others concerned 
with them, and the ſeveral Steps and Proceed- 
ings of our Parliament concerning the ſame, 1} 
ſhall here inſert the Reſolutions and Orders ol 
the Houſe of Lords and Commons, made and 
pa's'd, relating to the South-Sea Managers, and [ 
the dreadtu! Puniſhment that enſued thereupon. 


Reſolutions 4 
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Reſolutions of the Lords and Commons, re- 
lating to the South-Sea Director. 


The Lord's Reſolutions. 


Anuary 13. 1720. After Accompts were or- 

der d to be given, and a Committee to be 
pointed by the Commons, the Lords firſt 
Res 0LVED, That the Directors in making 
Loans on their Stock and Suſcriptions, were 
guilty of a Breach of Truſt, and ought to make 
good the Loſſes which the Company has ſu- 
hin d thereby out of their private Eſtates. 


Jan. 16.— ORDER D a Bill to inca paci- 
ne the Sub and Deputy- Governor, and Di- 
r&ors of the South-Sea Company, from being 
Dre&ors in any of the three Corporations of 
the Bank, India, and South-Sea. 


Jan. 27, — RESOTLV' p, That the taking 
n Stock without a valuable Conſideration, for 
any Perſon in the Adminiſtration, during the 
Time that the Bill of the South-Sea Company 
was depending in Parliament, was a dange- 
ous and notorious Corruption. 


February 1. — RESOL Vd, That the Di- 
ol i ors of the Sourth-Sea Company having bought 
nd Lock for the Company, under Pretence of ſup- 


porting Publick Credit, and at the ſame time 
fave Orders to ſell their own Stock, was a 
itorious Fraud, and Breach of Truſt, and are 
Je Cauſes of the Turn of Affairs with reſpect 
0% e Publick Credit. 


The 
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The Commons Reſolutions, 


D 29. 1720. ORDER yo the Dire- 
4- &ors of the South-Sea Company do lay be- 
fore the Houſe an Account of the Reaſons that 
induc'd them to take the 3d and 4th Subſcrip- 
tions at 1000, and to declare the Dividends 
of 3o and 50 per Cent. 


Jan. 4. — Resorv'p, That a Bill be 
brought in to prevent the Directors of the 
South-Sea Company going out of the Kingdom, | 
or Diſpoſing of, or Alienating, any part of their | 
Eſtates; and to make it Felony to depart the 
Realm, Cc. | 


Fan. 20, — ResoLv®pD, That all Sub- 
ſcriptions of publick Debts ſhall remain in the 
preſent State, unleſs alter'd for the Eaſe and 
Relief of the Proprietors, or ſet aſide by due 
Courſe of Law. 3 


Feb. 13. — RESOTIv'p not to reject the 
Petition of the South-Sea Company, praying to 
be reliev'd with reſpect to the Seven Millions, 
all the Money the South-Sea Company was to 
pay the Government. 


Feb. 17. — AGR ED ta poſtpone the Pay-] 
ment of the Seven Miltions a Year longer. | 


Feb. 18. — RESOTLv'p, That the Loss 
the Shut h- Sea Company may ſuſtain by the Mo- 
nies lent on Stock and Subſcriptions (above 
Two Millions) ſhall be made good out of the 
Eſtates of the late Sub and Deputy-Gover- 
nors, and Directors of the ſaid Company: 


And that the taking in of Stock for any m— 
et 


45 
ver of either Houſe, while the South-Sea Bill 
yas depending, was à dangerous Corruption. 


Feb. 21. — ResoLv'p, That all thoſe 
Perſons who had Stock taken in for them, 
whilſt the South-Sea Bill was depending, and 
rid no Money for it (about Seven hundred 
thouſand Pounds worth) ought to Refund the 
Difference to the Company. And ordered in a 
Bill, 


Fb. 25. — REsoLv*'n, That the Defi- 
dencies of the Payments on the zd and 4th 
Subſcription (amounting to above a Million) 
qght to be made good out of the Eſtates of 
de Directors; and referr'd to the Secret Com- 
nittee to proceed in the Affair relating to the 
dock taken in whilſt the South- Sea Bill was de- 


ending. 


From all theſe Glorious Reſolutions, which 
cover the moſt ſecret and the vileſt Frauds of 
Ferfons in Power, as well as in Directors of 
be South-Sea Company, we had reaſon to expect 
great deal would be done: That the Dire- 
lors were to give in Reaſons for what they 
ad done; that an adequate Puniſhment would 
e inflicted on thoſe who had been guilty of 
ich notorious Corruptions and Breaches of 
Truſt; and who had accepted of Stock while 
lie 0#uth-Sea Bill was depending, without pay- 


o's M's any Money for the ſame; but inſtead of it, 
lo- Nas mighty Noiſe vaniſh'd in Smoak. 

ore ll Tis true, Acts of Parliament were made to 
the etrain the Directors of the South-Sea Compa- 


from going out of the Kingdom; to raiſe 
loney out of their Eſtates; and to diſable 
them 
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them from holding any Publick Places and Pre: 
ferments. And the Secret Committee, which 
was compos'd of ſome very honeſt Gentlemen 
as the Lord Moleſworth, Archibald Hutcheſon, Eſq 
Thomas Broderick, Eſq; Sir Joſ. Fekyll, Edu 
Wortley Montague, Eſq; Edward Jeffreys, Elq 
Dixey Windſor, Eſq; and ſeveral others, by their 
diligent Enquiries, made a Diſcovery of val 
Quantities of Stock transferr'd to Perfong 
without any apparent Conſideration; eſpeci4 
ally of Fifty Thouſand Pounds to a Noble 
E—1, and conſiderable Sums to others in the 
Houſe of Commons, not to mention particular 
ly the Ladies at Court: Yet what did this endl 
in, any further than the acquitting of one 


Gentleman, and the impriſoning of another! G 
And if the Noble L— was in any manner o 7 
Danger from ſo vigorous a Proſecution, he » 
was afterwards ſhelter'd by an Act of Indem 7 


nity. 

This was all that was done by the Septen 
nial Parliament, after all this Clamour ; bu 
therein, perhaps, they have ſhewn their Pru 
dence, more than in many other Proceedings 
they beſt knew how far a Charge of this king 
might affect their whole Body. And as to th] 
Directors Eſtates, they gave in Inventories [@ 
very inferior to their real Fortunes, that thY 
whole amounted to little more than two Mily 
lions; when many of the Directors were ver, 
well known to be ſingly worth near a Milli, 
of Money: And yet our Parliament was ſatis 
fied with them, and through a great deal oi 
Chriſtian Compaſſion to theſe Agents of Iniquuy 
ty, their Fellow Labourers, allowed them aborq 


Three hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds 6 
(ſome 
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ſome of them their whole Money) out of the 
timates they had given in. 

The Schedules of Eſtates and Allowances 
re as follow. 


general Inventory or Schedule of the 
Eſtates of the Directors of the South Sea 
Company, as given in by themſelves, their 
Debts deducted. Fe) 


| J. 4. 
t John Fellows, Bar. the 5 
> Governor - = = $ 8 
(urls Joye, Eſq; Deputy- 

Governor = jo - : — . n 
Filliam Aftell, Eſq; Director - 44,051 
it Lambert Blackwell, Bar. 823,529 
John Blunt, Bar. - - 183,349 
It Robert Chaplin, Bar. - 45,875 
I William Chapman, Rt. 39,161 
Wert Cheſter, Eſq; = - - 140,372 
When Child, Eſq; - 52,437 
ler Delaporte, Elq; - = 17,151 
ances Eyles, Elgq; = - 24,329 
janes Edmonſon, Eſq; - - 44,950 
ud Gibbon, Eſq; - = 105,043 
ln Gore, Eſq; = = - 38,936 
tWiliam Hammond, Kt. = 22,707 
ai Hawes, Eq; - =- 45,031 
rd Horſey, Eſq; - - 15,222 
"hard Holditch, Eq; - - 39,527 
1 — Janſſen, Kt. and 

YE TW 
cob Jacobſon, Rt. - 50,928 
; thu Ingram, Eſq; 2 „ 23.190 
1 Lambert, Bar. - 17,814 


O 


$226,278 


e 0 0 0 SS oovovoodooooso'd ooagso:' 0 


O 
0 
o 
2 
o 
o 
O 
2 
o 
2 
2 
2 
2 
7 
0 
0 
2 
2 
o 
o 
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Sir 
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Sir Harcourt Maſter, Kt. 11,814 6 0 

William Morley, Eſq; ;- 1,869 o 0 

Ambroſe Page, Eſq; - — 34,817. o o 
Col. Hugh Raymond - — 64,373 o o 
Samuel Read, Jun. Elq; - 117,297 © of 
Thomas Reyno ds, Eſq: — - 18,368 0 o 
Jacob Sawbridge, Elq; - 5,254 © of 
Wi Hiam Tillard, Eſq; * - 19,175 o 0 
John Turner, Eſq; (an Directors) 88x o df 
Robert Sur man, Deputy Caſhier 112,321 0 0 
John Grigsby, Accomptant - 31,687 0 of 

I 2 2,023,347 0 


OO 


The Schedule of Allowances to be male the 
Director of the South-Sea Lode 


of their Eftates. I 
q 4 . 4 
To Sir John Felows, Sub- Go 1 
vernor - I 
To Charles Joy, Eſa: the Lo" ry e 

ty-Governor— * | 
To William #ſtell, Eſq; Director 10,000 o 0 
To Sir Lambert Blackwell - - 15,000 © oY : 
To Sir John Blunt w „ 0 l 
To Sir Robert Chaplin 410,000 0 9 
To Sir William Chapman 10,000 0 OW » 
To Robert Cheſter, Eſq; - 10,000 0 OM [ 
To Stephen Child, Eſq; * 10,000 0 0 E 
To Peter Delaporte, Eſq; - 10,000 0 Oi 
To Francis Eyles, Elq; - 20,000 0 0, 
To James Edmondſon, Eſq; - n 3,000 0 B 
To Edward Gibbon, 7 ig - 10,000 © ll þ 
To John Gore, Eſq; - —- 20,909 0 To tc 


. 
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T BE 
0 r Willi 
0 : * N 3 H ad 
; o Richa awes, E Y J. * | 
"1 To Ri rd Ho , Eſq; I 3 
0 ; 1 Richard 11 Es 7 _ 5 0,000 a d. 
ol o Sir Theod olditch E. — 55000 0 © 
_ To Sir 7 odore J „Eſq; 10, oO © 
om 1 acob 7 anſſen pf ,000 © 
0 10 Arthur In acobſon 6-2 5 ,000 0 
0 70 Sir Join Lomb en 50,000 ae 
o] 10 Sir Harc Lambert 3 11,0 * 
o 7 William AG Maſter = - 2 2,0C0 We 
—_ o Ambr orle 7G 5,00 o 0 
T oſe P * Ef b 3 
* 10 Hugh R age, Eſq q; - 5,000 0 
2 2 3 10 o © 
hu | 10 Fhomas _ __ 4 22 : 0 
1 10 Jacob A ee EC £30 0,000 © O 
* 10 William 774 Pa - TEND 0 O 
4 10 John 7 iUard, Eſt _ 4,000 0 
F 10 Robert abe Ef Þ - 55000 3 
oY 0 7 ohn G 1 J * 155000 93 
＋ rigsby - 8 22 $00 oO ov 
5 T, " 5,000 - O0 
8 B Ota 2,000 O 
; A. K two Sc , 354,600 TS. 
5 . ＋. our 5 at 150 ules (th — 
| ea : . 3 e 
ö D 1 3 Cent.) it firſt valui 
ha gent of thei were I appea ing 
= re beh to th eir Eſt; in givi rs how 
0 pected aved ts the e and * in th 
1 Direct and Nb eptennial Par; Ara 
© Halt "eo 3 very juſt at a Tim arliame J 
) 0 1 and no have . that * it ee e 
SV one + as Fit have Bert har the ie 
) 0 © nx for Ro: re had Allowane ed 55 
) 0 Hiſtor 8 I hav uining dee ore ſo Con- 
10 h y of the 1 eee 
1 roceedi s a ſho 
. {] wmgsr re 
14ll now t elating 
ake No- 
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rice of the other Statutes made and paſs d in 
this Seſſion of Parliament, particularly concern. 
ing the Bubbles. | 

Beſides the Statutes I have mention'd, the 
following Laws were Enacted. An Act for 
making forth new Exchequer Bills, not exceed- 
ing One Million, at a certain Intereſt, and for 
lending the {ame to the South-Sea Company, 
upon Security of repaying it into the Exchequer, 


for Uſes to which the Fund for leſſening the E 
Publick Debts, call d the Sinking Fund, is ap- my 
plicable. An Act for ſecuring Powers granted uy 
by Charters for Aſſurance of Ships and Mer- ! 
chandize. An Act for Relief of Inſolvent WM, 
Debtors. And another for the building and re- M 
pairing of Goals. And Acts for making the Ml, 
Rivers, 1dle, Douglas, &c. Navigable. 05 
As to the firſt of theſe Laws, I do not admiref ® 
that the South-Sea Funds were call'd by the is 
Names of the Sinking Funds; I take it they * 
have ſufficiently Sunk our Pockets: The Statute e. 
in favour of the Corporations of Aſſurances, 4 
was granted to raiſe 600,000 J. for the Uſe off ho 
his Majeſty, to diſcharge the Debts of his Civil;,; 
Government. The Act for Relief of InſolventY 0 
Debtors, was the firſt of the kind that had 
been made in his Reign, (in other Reigns, * 
Acts of Grace were more frequent) and ſuv; 
jected the Debtors to unuſual Hardſhips : And bn 
the Statute for building of Goals, was an As, 
that was convenient, when our Goals would e 


not contain the Number of Debtors liable tal 
Commitment to our Priſons. I 

The Statutes for making the Rivers Idle and | 
Douglas Navigable, were immediately coll 
verted into Bubbles; for this being the fr | 


6 


of Bubbles, wherein above one hundred of all 


hut a Houſe to build, an Elbow Chair, or a 
Table to make, he was for raiſing Money upon 
tis Project before any thing was done, and 


ren Neceſſary Houſes were a Bubble amongſt 


ive upon the Product, when their Money, 
which ſhould have bought them Proviſions, 
us diſtributed to the ProjeRors. 

Mines of all Sorts were now the greateſt 
bubbles; all Perſons expected Silver and Gold, 
Irs and Copper, tho" none could find it in 
m Situation, but in the Countenances of the 
(heats that ſer them on foot: Yet all of them 
icceeded a while, till by the Clauſe in the 
e for ſecuring to the Corporations for Aſſu- 
ace of Merchandize certain Privileges, they 
ere declared to be Cheats and Publick Nuſan- 


bs South-Sea Company the greateſt Blow it 
ud then received, tho it was manifeſtly de- 
1d for its Service. | 

The Traders in Exchange-Alley having a 
cer Advantage in the ſmall Bubbles than 
ue National one, had employ'd their Money 
"FF" thoſe, and neglected to deal in the South-Sea 
ock: And this occaſion'd the Clauſe I have 
er'd to; for the South-Sea Managers were 
q tolved to have the whole Game of Bubbles 
exceeding profitable) to themſelves only: 
the Conſequence did net anſwer their Ex- 


G 2 which 


dorts were ſet up, encouraged by the Grand 
National Bubble, the South-Sea, if a Man had 


where nothing was intended to be done; and 


the reſt, cho” but few of the Proprietors could 


ts; which at once cruſh'd them, and gave 


ation: Wich the Bubbles, ſunk the Stocks, 


| 
, 


which the politic Managers could never af. 
terwards riſe: People began now to miſtruſt 
every Thing, when the Uſe of Patents was 
denied ; thoſe who acted in Bubbles erected 


on Patents, thought they had the ſame right ! 
to proceed, as thoſe that had the Sanction of WM 
an Act of Parliament: And it being denied, WM: 
Publick Credit immediately dwindled, and fell WM: 
away to nothing; whereupon the General Wi 
Calamity ſoon enſued. 0 

Thus much for the Bubbles, as to their Riſe WM v 
and Overthrow; which extended to Kotland WW it 
and Jrelaud, as well as to England And the WW 
Kingdom of Ireland is very much oblig'd to Wt 
the Septennial Parliament fur a Law of a diffe- 
rent kind from what I have taken notice of. WM i! 
In this Seſſion, a Statute was made for the 
better ſecuring the Dependency of Ireland upon | i 
the Crown of Great Britain; wherein it is tt 
enacted, That the Houſe of Lords of Hrelandl MW Tr 
have not, nor of Right ought to have any u- 
riſdiction to Judge of, Affirm, or Reverſe any n 
Judgment, Sentence or Decree, given, or made 
in any Court within the ſaid Kingdom; and 0 
that all Proceedings before the ſaid Houſe off. 
Lords, on any ſuch Judgment, Sentence or De- e 
ctee, ſhall be null and void to all Intents andi 
Purpoſes | 4 Wes 

I preſume the Deſign of this Law was toben 


Aorandize one Houſe of Lords at the Expencell 0ty 
nother; and tho' I am no Advocate oe 
-1-.:: Side, I doubt not but the Lords of th 
oom of Veland, at the Time of paſſing L 
- ., >-atute, thought it an Infringement on 
-..- Rights and Privileges. 4 


In 
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In the 6th Seffion of the Seprennial Parlia- 
nent, the Statute was made for Reſtraining 
he Directors of the South-Sea Company from 
eaving the Kingdom, for the Space of one 
ſear, that they might be upon the Spot to re- 
ire the Doom that was reſerved for them, the 
erible one I have mention'd, of parting with 
quarter Part of their Eſtates, (a great deal 
of it return'd them) as an Attonement for the 
(rimes they had been guilty of, in Cheating a 
whole Nation, and doing their utmoſt towards 
is Deſtruction : They were now obliged to 
Deliver, on Oath before one of the Barons of 
he Exchequer, the Inventories of their Real 
nd Perſonal Eſtates, ſuch as I have already 
nerted to their Honour. | 

The Clauſe for Allowances to the Dire- 
tors was now alſo paſs'd, being included in 
he Statute for veſting their Eſtates in certain 
Truſtees, wiz. Sir John Eyles, Sir Tho. Croſſe, 
n Rudge, Matthew Lant, Roger Hudſon, Ed- 
mid Halſey, John Lade, Gabriel Roberts, and 
lichard Hopkins, Eſquires, to the Intent to be 
ld for certain Uſes, We had alſo an Act 
WI iisd this Seffion, for Raiſing a Sum not ex- 

ding Five hundred thouſand Pounds, by 
darging Annuities upon the Civil Liſt Reve- 
ies, *till Redeem'd by the Crown: which 
bews, that the Civil-Liſt was ſtill in Debt, 
owithſtanding the extraordinary Proviſion of 
ee laſt Seſſion of Parliament. 
he further Acts were; for a Land-Tax of 
in the Pound: For continuing the Duties 
Malt, Mum, &c. For Puniſhing Mutiny 
nud Deſertion: To State the Debts of the Ar- 

/: To Prohibit the Wear of Callicoes in this 
In Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, out of Reſpe& to the Ladies, it ob. 
being their Favourite Dreſs: To Regulate Wll cc 
Journeymen Taylors, who having great | 
Employment, in making fine Cloaths for the WM thi 
South-Sea Directors, were grown very muti- WM fo 
nous: An Act to enable the South Sea Compa- bri 
ny to ingraft Part of their Capital Stock and C 
Fund into the Stock and Fund of the Bank of WM th: 
England; and another Part thereof into the i 
Stock and Fund of the Eaſt- India Company: n 
A Statute for the Reſtoration of Publick Cre- WM cal 
dit: An Act for the King's moſt Gracious, Ge- Wl vv 
neral and Free Pardon: And a Statute for Re- MM thc 
pealing an Act made in the late Reign, oblig- Wl 
ing Ships to perform Quarentine ; and for the Wi ii 
better Preventing the Plague being brought WI 
from Foreign Parts into the Kingdom of Great Ml tie 
Britain. n 

The Act for Ingraftment of South-Sea Stock into ni 
the Stock and Funds of the Banł of England and n 
India Company, has been an Encouragement to Wn 
the Directors, and others, to endeavour to force 
an Ingraftment on thoſe Companies without ary 
Act ot Parliament, and without the Conſent of ne 
the Proprietors of Stock. Mr. Hopkins, and ſome n 
other Gentlemen, on a late Motion in the South- WI 
Sea Houſe, made extraordinary Speeches, to M4 
ſhew how reaſonable it was for an Eugliſhnan 
to part with his Eſtate without his Conſent ; WM" 
and menac'd the Proprietors to comply with 
his Propoſition, for that otherways ſome Great 
Perſons, in whoſe Power it was to do them 
great Injury, would highly reſent it. Tho all if 
would not do, for a General Court carried the Wi 
Queſtion againſt them, tho' the Endeavours to "i | 

© obſtruct 
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obſtruct 1 were very extraordinary and unpre- 
edented. | 

A certain Courtier very much labour'd for 
this Ingraftment to be made, to lefſen the 
power of the South-Sea Company: He was for 
bringing the Capital Stock of the three great 
Companies, as near an Equality as might be, 
that he might the more eaſily bring them into 
{| his Schemes, or on their Refuſal, Ruin them 
it his Pleaſure. This was foreſeen; which oc- 
alon'd the Stand that was made, and diſap- 
pointed, for a Time, the great Expectations of 
the Perſon that promoted it. 

The Statute relating to Reſtoring of Cre- 
it, I have already obſerv'd, had a contrary 
It to the Deſign and Intention of it, for 
the Reaſons I have mention d: It indeed gave 
n Addition of Stock to Proprietors, and re- 
nitted great Sums due from the South-Sea Com- 
uy to the Government; bur at the ſame time 
ink the Price of the Stocks: And what was 
little uncommon, to make an Opportunity 
br Enacting this Law, the Septennial Parlia- 
tent was Prorogued for a Week only, to create 
anew Seſſion, that they might proceed to tie 
bonn the Subſcribing Annuirants, after they 
ad voted, That the Subſcriptions ſhould re- 
tan as they did, unleſs ſet aſide by due Courſe 
Law; which they could not do without a 
ew Seſſion: So that the Law, by this Act of 
lament, was interrupted in its Courſe, and 
e Annuitants forced to accept of Stock which 
ud not amount to above a Third Part in Va- 
Wit of their reſpective Debts and Annuities. 
But there is one good Clauſe in this Statute, 
Mating to Contracts, at this Time very nu- 
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merous, and impoſſible, by the Fall of Stock 
to be complied with: It Enacted, That w 
Special Bail ſhall be required in any AB 
brought upon any Contratt made fince the 1ſt of De- 
cember, 1719, and before the 1ſt of December 
1720, for Sale or Purchaſe of any Subſcription a 
Stock of the South-Sea Company, or any other Cam- 
pany ; and that no Execution ſhall be awarded upu 
any Judgment obtain d in any Action brought upul 
ſuch Contract, until the End of the next Seſſin | 
Parliament. | 

This Interruption of the Law, was very (4 
vourable to a great many Perſons ; and, Ithink 
this Clauſe has been ſince continued. 

In reſpe& to the Act for a General Pardon} 


it is eaſily known for whom it was deſign'd ; 
I have hinted at the Uſe of this Law, in ni th 
Notice of the Puniſhment of the late S. 
Sea Directors, and others their Confederate F 
It Enacts, That all His Majeſty's Subjetts of Grealiif 
Britain, their Heirs, &c. ſhall be Acquitted, Pa- N 
doned, and Diſcharged, from all Treaſons, MR 4 
priſions of Treaſons, Felonies, &c. And al Rin; 
Routs, Offences, Treſpaſſes, Wrongs, Deceits, My \ 
demeanors, Forfeitures and Penalties, which are uf 2 
Excepted, done before the 24th of June, 1721. = 
Now, I don't know any Perſons that had 1 
this time been guilty of Treaſon or Felony, tl: 
require a Statute of this kind, unleſs it wel 9 
the Directors of the South-Sea Company, * © 
were under Proſecution, and Excepted out n 
the Act; which plainly ſhews, that this AK 0 
was made for no Uſe at all, or to Skreen ſom h 
Perſons not call'd to Account, from Crimes & 3 
another Nature, tho” equal in Conſequence. i 1 
1 


* 
As 
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As for the Quarentine AR, it being a Statute 
that has made a very great Noiſe, more perhaps 
than any other Law that has been enacted 


{rt an Abſtract of ſuch Parts of the ſame as 
ue moſtly neceſſary to be communicated to the 
fublick ; and I hope the Length of it will not 
de a Burden to the Reader. 


This Statute enacts, That during the In- 
'k&ion, and in all future Times, when any 


"Plague, all Ships, Perſons, Goods and Mer- 
' chandiſes, coming in ſuch Ships into any 
port in Great Britain or Ireland, from any 


'habitants whereof are known to Trade with 
n Country actually Infected, or from any 
Place from whence his Majeſty, with the Ad- 
ice of the Privy-Council, ſhall judge it pro- 
bable that the Infection may be brought, 
„dan be obliged to make their Quarentine in 
ech Place, for ſuch Time, and in ſuch 

anner, as by Proclamation ſhall be directed 
aud Notified: And 'till ſuch Ship, Perſons, 
a boods, ſhall be diſcharged from Quaren- 
de, no Perſon or Goods ſhall be brought 
n Shoar, or be put on Board any other 
J Hip, in any Place within his Majeſty's Do- 
ions, unleſs by proper Licence: And all 

(ch Ships, Perſons and Goods, and all Veſ- 
om ls receiving any Goods or Perſons out of 
tem, are to be fubject to ſuch Orders con- 
- eming Quarentine, and the Prevention of 

bhfection, as ſhall be ordered by Proclama- 
As uon. 


H When 


within the Memory of Man, I ſhall here in- 


Country or Place ſhall be Infected with the 


Place ſo Infected, or from any Place, the In- 


* 
* When any Country ſhall be Infected, and 
an Order ſhall be made and Notified a5 
aforeſaid, concerning Quarentine, as often 
as any Ship ſhall attempt to enter into ay 
Port, che principal Officer in ſuch Port, ot 
others authorized to ſee Quarentine perform- 
ed, are to go to ſuch Ship, and at conveni- 
ent Diſtance demand of the Perſon having | 
Charge of the ſame, the Name of the Com- 
mander ? At what Place the Cargo was taken 
on Board? What Places the Ship landed at?“ 
Whether ſuch Places were Infected? How? 
© long the Ship had been in her Paſſage? How 
© many Perſons were on Board when the Ship 
© ſet Sail? Whether any Perſons during the 
© Voyage, had been, or ſhall be then Infed- 
© ed? How many died in the Voyage, and 
© of what Diſtemper ? What Ships he or hig 
Company went on Board, or had any of their 
Company come on Board his Ship? And rol 
* what Place ſuch Ships belong'd ? And allo 
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* the true Contents of his Lading ? And in 
* caſe, on the Examination, it appears tha 
any Perſon on Board is infected, then the Of 

* ficers of any Ships of War, or Forts, of 
© Garriſons, and all other Officers, Cc. of 

© Notice given to them, are to reſiſt the Eng 
trance of ſuch Ship into any Port, or to obligę | 
© ſuch Ship to depart, and to uſe all neceſlarf 
* Means, by firing of Guns, or any kind of 
Force and Violence whatſoever : And if ſuch 
ship ſhall come from Places viſited with the . 
Plague, or have any Perſons or Goods infe: . 
* Ked on Board, and the Maſter or other . 


; Commander ſhall not diſcover it, he ſhall be 


© guilty of Felony, and ſuffer accordingly: AY 


(59) 


(if he ſhall not make a true Diſcovery in any 
gol the other Particulars, he ſhall forfeit 200 /. 

© If any Maſter ſhall quit the Ship, or ſuf- 
fer any other ſo to do, before Quarentine is 
' perform'd ; or ſhall not, after due Notice, 
* cauſe the Ship and Lading to be convey'd 
into the Place appointed for Quarentine, 
then every ſuch Ship ſhall be forteited, and 
the Maſter ſhall alſo forfeit the Sum of 200 l. 
* And if any Perſons ſhall quit the Ship by 


\ 

Doing on Shoar, or on Board any other Ship, 
(they may by Force and Violence be com- 
pelled to return on Board; and ſhall be Im- 


p dbriſon'd fix Months, and likewiſe be ſubject 
e o 200 J. Forfeiture. 

If at any time hereafter, any Place in 
' Great Britain or Ireland, Cc. ſhall be Infect- 


nis cd; and the ſame ſhall be made appear to 
eit his Majeſty in Council, during the Continu- 
ta ance of ſuch Calamity, his Majeſty may 
Io make ſuch Orders concerning Quarentine, 
in :5 ſhall be neceſſary for the Safety of his 
hatW dubjects, and Notify the ſame by Proclama- 
Of tion: And all Perſons, Civil and Military, 
of ite to render due Obedience to all Orders 


on MW ind Regulations ſo made and notified. 
Engl * His Majeſty may order Ships to be pro- 
dige J "ded, or cauſe Lazarets for entertaining Per- 
(ary ons Infected, and obliged to perform Qua- 
4 of kentine, and Sheds and Tents to be erected, 
ſuch d continue for ſuch Time as his Majeſty 
1 then, bull think proper in convenient Places, to 
inte, I de allow*d by Juſtices of the Peace, in any 
the vaſte Grounds, &c. And the proper Offi- 
all be ers may compel all Perſons Infected, cx 
And obliged to perform * and al Goods 
10 | 2 to 


« to be conveyed to ſome of thoſe Ships, 1; 
zarets, or Tents, according to the Order 
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made and notified. 


Ii any Perſous Infected, or obliged to pet 
form Quarentine, ſhall retuſe to repair, ak 


due Notice, to the Places appointed; ot hg 
ving been placed there, ſhall attempt t 


eſcape, the Watchmen may by any kind q 
Violence, compel them to repair or to Re 
turn to ſuch Ship, Lazaret, &c. and ſuchR& 
fuſing or Eſcaping ſhall be Felony. And i 
any Perſons, not Infected, ſhall preſume toeq 
ter any Ship, or Lazaret, whilſt any Perſon Iq 
fe&ed, or under Quarentine, ſhall be ther 
in, and ſhall return, unleſs by Licence, tha 
the Watchmen may, by any kind ob Vie 
lence, compel them to repair into ſuch Shi 
or Lazaret, there to continue and perfortl 


= 


Quarentine ; and ſuch Perſons returning 


ſhall be guilty of Felony. 


© If any Place ſhall be Infected, his Mai 
ſty may cauſe Lines or Trenches to be cl 
up about ſuch Place, at a convenient IM 
ſtance, to cut off the Communication bt 


tween the Place Infected, and the reſt oft 
Country ; and prohibit all Perſons and Goc 


to be carried over ſuch Lines, unleſs by I 
cence: And if any Perſon within the Ling 


ſhall attempt to come out of the ſame, t 


Watchmen, Cc. may by any kind of Vil 


lence, compel them to return: And Perlc 


coming out of the Lines without Liceng 


4 


ſhall be guilty of Felony. 1 
Any two Juſtices of the Peace, next 


the Place where any Ship ſhall be perforll 
ing Quarentine, or wherein any Infected hy 4 


[hs ö 
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© ſhall be ſituate, or Lines made, may order 
the Inhabitants about the ſame to keep ſuf- 
© ficient Watches by Day and Night; who are 
© not to permit any Perſons or Goods to de- 
part out or beremov'd from ſuch Lines: And 


MM © if any Inhabitant refuſe to keep ſuch Watch, 

a © on Conviction thereof he ſhall forfeit not ex- 

ceeding 100 J. nor leſs than 10 J. at the Diſ- 

RAY © cretion of the Juſtices, and ſhall be commit- 
' ted to Priſon for two Months. | 


* If any Officer of the Cuſtoms, or any other 
Officer, ſhall be guilty of any wilful Breach 
* of Truſt, he ſhall forfeit his Office, and be 
Incapacitated, and alſo forfeit 200 J. And 
if any Officer appointed to ſec Quarentine 
* perform'd, or any Watchman, ſuall know- 
* ingly ſuffer any Perſon, Ship, or Goods to 
* depart, or to be convey'd out of a Town or 
place Infected, he ſhall be guilty of Felony. 

* If it ſhall appear, that any Ship ſhall come 
from any Place Infected, or be loaden with 
any Cargo taken on Board at any Place In- 
' feed, or from any Ship Infected; or there 
* ſhall be any Perſons or Goods on Board actu- 


Ft * ally Infected, his Majeſty by Order of Coun- 
col cil, may order ſuch Ship, with the Goods, 
oec. to be Burnt, for preventing the Spread- 
Lin © ing of the Infection. 

, fl All Goods, after Quarentine performed, 
Via : are to be opened and aired, in ſuch Place, 
ria and for ſuch Time, and in ſuch Manner as 


eng « ſbail be directed by his Majeſty's Order: 
Ind on Proof thereof by two Credible Wit- 
c nefles, before the Cuſtomer, or others ap- 


pointed, ſuch Goods ſhall be forthwith diſ- 
charg'd. 
* When 


xt * 
forll 
Plat 
Wh! 
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When a Ship has perform'd Quarentine, on 
Proof made upon Oath by the Maſter 
and two Perſons , to the Ship, and 
of two credible Witneſſes, that the Ship and 
Perſons have duly perform'd Quarentine, and 
that they are free from Infection, then the 
Cuſtomer, Cc. with two Juſtices of the Peace, 
are to give Certificates thereof, and there- 
upon ſuch Ship and Perſons ſhall be liable 
to no further Reſtraint. 


5 6 A 


Theſe are the moſt material Clauſes in the 
Quarentine Act; and ſome of them are ſo very 
excraordinary, that if our Proteſtant Parliament 
hid not exactly copied after France, it is im- 
poſſibl- they could ever have been thought of. 
In France, the poor miſerable People viſited 
with the Plague, were, by Force and Violence, 
remov'd from their Habitations (the only place 
of Comfort in time of Sickneſs) to ſtinking 
Lazarets, where, by their Removal, and want 
of Neceſſaries, they ſoon ſaw a Period of their 
Lives : And thus it ſeems were the People of 
Great Britain to be ſerv'd. In France, Lines and 
Trenches were caſt up, to confine the Diſtem- 
per and the People within due Bounds, and to 
prevent the bringing them Proviſions: and in 
England the ſame Methods were to be taken. 
In France, Peſt-houſes were built, for the Re- 
ception of Perſons that ſhould be Infected: and 
here we were to have Barracks erected, tho 
perhaps for another Purpoſe; to wit, to receive 
a ſtanding Army. | 

The Barbarity and Inconſiſtency of theſe 
taree Clauſes, are ſo very apparent, that no 
Country, but an Arbitrary Government, could 

poſlib!y 
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have furniſh'd us with Precedents for them: 


And we may obſerve, with what Arti- 
fice the Statute is penn'd to make them go 
down. The Statute Enacts, that his Majeſty 
may order Ships, or cauſe Lazarets to be pro- 
vided for entertaining Perſons infected and 
oblig'd to perform Quarentine. Here the 
Word Ship, is put before the Word Laza- 
et, (which is obſerv'd throughout the whole 


A&) to make us underſtand the Act only re- 


lated to Quarentine at Sea; which the Gene- 
nlity of the People believ'd, without knowing 
or conſidering rightly, the Meaning of the 
Word Lazaret, and Peſt-houſe, at Land. 

Then the Words Tents, and Sheds, are in- 
ſerted juſt before the ordering the opening and 
airing of Goods; as if only deſign'd for thoſe 
Purpofes. But when the Populace were alarm'd 
vith Reports of Deſigns to build Barracks in 
ſereral Parts of the Kingdom, to receive Per- 


ſons infected with the Plague, and the Plague 


had made its Approaches nearer to us, they then 
grey uneaſy and turbulent, and by their 
perpetual Clamour againſt the Contrivers of 
ths Law, at length they got the Clauſes 
Repeal'd. 

But it was above a Year, after the Act was 
granted, that this was done: And after Peti— 
tions had been preſented to both Lords and 
Commons, which in one Houſe were rejected, 
and, at firſt, by the other Houſe received with 
rery little Notice; tho' afterwards it was 
carried, on the repeated Outcries of the 
people, when a new Election was near ap- 


proaching, and on duly conſidering the exccl- 


wr PRO TFS, made by the Lord C:wper, and 
others 


— — — — * 
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others, upon Rejecting the Petition of the City. 


of London. ; 
Whether our Parliament paſs'd this Law 


deſignedly, or not ſo, is not material to en- 
quite into: That ſome of them muſt deſign it 
is certain; for certainly all of them could not 
be ignorant of what they were doing : And if 
the Generality of our Repreſentatives, by their 


great Penetration, could not diſcover the De- 
ſign of this Law, I think I may ſay, that the 
Members of the Seprennial Parliament, have fi 
ſhewn themſelves as remarkable for their Wiſ- 


dom as their Honelty. 


Now I come to the 7th and laſt Seſſion 
of this Glorious Parliament. When the Parlia- 
ment was aſſembled, the firſt thing they took 
into Conſideration, was the Charges of the 
Year, and the Debts of the Nation, of which 
they order'd Eſtimates to be given in; parti- 
cularly of the Navy Debt, and Debts due to 
the Army. They alſo order'd Accounts to be 
laid before them of the Cuſtoms, and other Re- 
venues ; and ſeem'd, for ſome Time, to be 
pretty warm in calling Perſons to Account for 


Miſmanagements. 


The L---ds went into a Committee to con- 
fider of the Cauſes of contracting ſo large 2 
Navy Debt, when every Year Proviſion had 
been made for the Navy. Great Debates aroſe 
on this Head, at ſeveral Meetings, but they 
came to no Reſolution. The L---ds were for 
having the Treaties with Spain laid before 
them; but this was oppoſed, and on the 

ueſtion being put, it was carried againſt it. 


They alſo Reſolv'd, that an Addreſs ſhould 


be preſented to his Majeſty, for an Acre 
o 
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jow the Spaniſh Ships of War, taken in the En- 
agement in the Mediterranean, (on our eſpou- 
ing the Cauſe of the Emperor againſt Spain) 
ad been diſpoſed of: And the Addreſs being 
neſented by the Lords, the Papers were de- 


It ; 
x Wircr'd them, which not being ſatisfactory, a 
ic lotion was made for a Repreſentation to the 


King, but it paſs'd in the Negative. 

W By theſe Negative Proceedings in the Upper 
Houſe, it was eaſy to be ſeen that every Thing 
kere went in favour of the Court, or the 


(. ort Favourites: And this manifeſted itſelf 
inher, when the Lords rejected, by a very 
n Wcrcat Majority, the Petition of the City a- 
;- aaaſt the Quarentine Act. In the Lower 
1k MW Houſe of Parliament, there appeared the ſame 
1c ad of Spirit; for the Commons had very great 
ch bebates before they would order in a Bill for 
i- te Repeal of this Statute : There were 75 
to Members againſt it, when the Houſe was ſo 
be un as not to exceed the Number of 190 on this 
e- War Occaſion. A Liſt of this Number of 75, 
be nd alſo ſeveral other Liſts of this Nature, 
or would be an acceptable Curioſity to the Pub- 
Wk; and there's nodoubt but they will ſoon 
n- e Publiſhed. g 
2 Upon many Occaſions, this Seſſions, there 
xd rere very thin Houſes : And tho' frequent Or- 
ſe ers were made for a Call of the Houſe, yet it | 
ey Jus never once call'd. I don't ſee to what | 
or bepoſe our Members of Parliament are elected, ſi 
re they are not conſtantly to appear, and fit in l 
ne ne Houſe : And it is undoubtedly, rightly con- 
it. Wider'd, a very great Breach of Truſt in them, 
1d it to be preſent when any Thing of Impor- 
ne ace is tranſacting in the Senate. 


1 But 
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But to proceed to the Buſineſs of the Patlia 
ment : They Reſolved, That Seven Thouſand 
Seamen ſhould be allow'd for the Service of the 
Year ; and to continue the Number of Forces 
of the former Year, viz. Fourteen thouſand three 
hundred Men; they made a Proviſion for paying 
them, and granted to his Majeſty One Million 
of Money to diſcharge the Debts of the Navy. 
They granted a Land Tax of 2 5. in the Pound, 
and no more; continued the Duties on Malt, &. 
and made an Act to puniſh Mutiny and De- 
ſertion. ; 
They paſs'd a Law to enable his Majeſty to 
Prohibit Commerce with any Kingdom or 
Country, for the better Prevention of the Plague 
being brought to us ; at which Time, and not 
before, the Objection was found out to thef 
Quatentine Act, in the manner I have men- 
tion d: They likewiſe made a Statute againſt 
the Clandeſtine running of cuſtom'd Goods, 
and alſo to prevent the Plague ; which has 20 
Clauſe in it, tis ſaid, diſadvantageous to our Mer 
chants. A Bill was now paſs'd for the further 
Encouragement of the Importation of Naval 
Stores; for taking off Duties on Merchandize, 
and anulling the Duties on Soap and Candles; 
and for the better ſuppreſſing of Pyrates at Sea 
which were now very numerous, and grownlf 
very. formidable. = 
Amongſt other Statutes, a Law was made 
to empower the South-Sea Company to fell lo 
much of their Stock as would enable them to 
pay their Debts ; tho” the Parliament refus 
to comply with the Petition of the Subſcribing 
Annuitants, praying to be reliev'd by a Diſiny 
bution of the Two Millions, (in the Hands q 
1 che 
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he Company) which they thought they had 


* 

1raſon to expect. 

The Sytennial Parliament alſo, in this Year, 
s MW $:'d an Act for altering the Form of the Qua- 
e bes Affirmation, which, I am inform'd, exempts 
em from the uſe of the Word God in their 
n WM volemn Declarations: And this was carried in 


oh Houſes, notwithſtanding the Clergy of the 


4 A 4, 

cy of London petition 'd againſt it; but our Mem- 
. er wanted the Aſſiſtance of theſe People in 
- WM teir Elections, and thought it no great Diffi- 


ay to give them a Licence to have nothing 
vdo with that great and awful Power, they 
ad themſelves ſo little concern with. | 
Next to this, in complaiſance to the City, 
adto do what they could towards the Ruin 
tit, a Bill was brought into the Houſe for 
ding a Bridge over the Thames at Weſtmin- 
kr: It ſeems the Archb---p's Horſes had re- 
d great Colds in paſſing the Lambeth Ferry, 
ad to prevent this Miſchief, Thouſands of 
kople were to be ruin'd at the other End of 
tt Town; but on hearing the Council for the 
hy, and on the very great Clamour made a- 
ant it, this Bill was dropt. 

About this time alſo a Bill was order d, to 
ubibit the Practice of building Ships for Fo- 
ers; *ris obſervable that this was done 
Fleet of Ships of 60 and 70 Guns each, 
been built for France, under the Notion of 
poi Merchant- men, tho' every one knew 
e manner of Building them, that they 
See otherways deſign'd, and that they might 
ing ie Day meet us to diſpute the Empire of the 


2: But this, as it had all along been con. 
| ] 2 niv'd 
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niv'd at, ſo now it was only conſider'd in the 
Houſe of Lords, without ever being examin'd 
into by the Houſe of Commons, to the beſt of 

Remembrance, . 
The Bill for better ſecuring the Freedom of 
Elections, was now brought into the Houſe off 
Commons, on a Motion made by Mr. Arche 
bald Hutcheſon 5 and it pretty eaſily paſsd thig 
Houſe ; tho' twas generally apprehended, that 
it was owing to a good Underſtanding with 
the Houſe of Lords, and to an Aſſurance that 
there it would be rejected, as it was on its 
ſecond reading: The Lords adjudg'd it ins 
compatible with their Privileges, and theretorgl 
threw it out; but to the Honour of ſome li 
our Peers be it remember'd, the rejecting this 
Law was oppos'd, for Proteſts were enter 
againſt it, by many noble Lords; tho' Debarg 
ariſing upon them, the Proteſts that were mad 
were order'd to be expung'd. | 
As this Bill, which propos'd the ſecuring i 
us what is moſt valuable to a Free-People, the 
Freedom of our Elections, has many excelleal 
Clauſes in it tending to the Suppreſſion of Bt 
bery, from whence is our greateſt Danger pl 
ſhali inſert it at large, whereby the Reach 
may the better judge of its Uſe, in caſe it hl 
paſs'd. A 


( 69 ) 


The Copy of a Bill for better ſecuring the 
Freedom of Elections of Members to ſerve 
for the Commons in Parliament. 


c F O R better ſecuring the Freedom of E- 

lections of Members, to ſerve for the 
Commons in Parliament, and further regu- 
© lating ſuch Elections, and for more effectual 
preventing corrupt and irregular Practices 
© and Proceedings, in electing and returning 
* ſuch Members ; Be it enacted by the King's 
© molt Excellent Majeſty, and with the Ad- 
vice and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
© Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent 
© Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority 
* of the ſame, that the Meſſenger attending 
the Great Seal, or other Officer, or Perſon, 
* who ſhall be appointed, employed, or in- 
© trulted by the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keep- 
* er, or Lords Commiſſioners of the Great 
© Seal, for the time being, to carry, ſend, or 
deliver, any Writ or Writs, to be iſſued after 
* the 25th of March, 1722, for the Election 
of any Member or Members to ſerve in Par- 
* liament, for any County, City, Borough, 
* Town, or Place, within England, Wales, or 
the Town of Berwick upon Tweed, ſhall de- 
© liver, or cauſe ſuch Writ or Writs to be de- 
* liver'd to the Sheriff, or other proper Offi- 
cer, to whom the Execution thereof doth 
* belong, and to no other Perſon whatſoever, 
* within the reſpective times following, (that 
* 15ta ſay) to ſuch Sheriff or Officer, whoſe 
© then Place of Abode ſhall be within 30 w_ 
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of the City of Weſtminſter, within one Day 


next after the Delivery of ſuch Writ or Writs 
to ſuch Meſſenger, Officer, or Perſon intru- 


ſted as aforeſaid ; and to ſuch Sheriff, or o- 


ther Officer, whoſe then Place of Abode ſhall 
be above 3o Miles diſtant from Weſtminſter ; 


and within 60 Miles thereof, within two 
Days next after the Delivery as aforeſaid; | 
and all ſuch Writs ſhall be ſo delivered in like 
Proportion of Time, for any greater Diſtance Þ 
than 60 Miles from Weſtminſter : And tnat 
every Meſſenger, or Perſon having or carry. 


ing any ſuch Writ or Writs, ſhall not delay 


the ſame, but ſhall be obliged to travel im- 


mediately therewith with all Expedition, 
after the rate of 30 Miles every Day at the 
leaſt, after the Receipt thereof, until the De- 
livery of the ſame to the Sheriff, or other 

roper Officer aforeſaid ; and any Perſon Þ 


wiltully oftending in the Premiſes, ſhall, for 
every ſuch Offence, forfeit the Sum of 100 /. 


of lawful Money of Great Britain, to be re- q 


covered and applied in the manner hereafter * 


© mentioned. | I 
And be it further enacted, by the Autho- 


rity aforeſaid, that the Meſſenger, or Perſon, 2 


carrying ſuch Writ or Writs, ſhall, upon the 
Delivery thereof to the Sheriff, or proper 


Officer aforeſaid, take a Receipt or Receipts ® 


for the ſame, which Receipt or Receipts the 


Sheriff, or proper Officer, is hereby required 4 
to give gratis, expreſſing the particular Days 
of the receipt of ſuch Writ or Writs, and the 


ſame Receipts ſhall be delivered by ſuch Meſ- 
ſenger, into the Office of the Clerk of the 
Crown, there to be filed and kept. 5 

| 84 nd 
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And be it further enacted, by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, that all Bonds, Contracts, or 
© Agreements, given or made to any Sheriff, or 
' other Returning Officer, to indemnifie, or 
© (ave harmleſs ſuch Sheriff or Returning Of- 
( ficer, for making a Return of any Member 
' to ſerve in Parliament, or to pay to ſuch 
Sheriff or Returning Officer, any Sum or 
Sums of Money, by way of Gratuity or 
' Reward, for making ſuch Return, or other- 
'wiſe in reſpect thereof, are hereby declared 
ito be null and void . | 
And be it further enacted, that every Per- 
(ſon giving or making, and every Sheriff or 
Returning Officer accepting or taking ſuch 
Bond or Agreement, ſhall reſpectively, for 
xrery ſuch Offence, forfeit the Sum of One 
'thouſand Pounds, to be recovered and ap- 
'plied in manner herein after mentioned, and 
fall from thenceforth be uncapable of hold- 
ing or executing any Office or Employment 
of Profit or Truſt under the Crown, or of 
WT being elected to ſerve in the Houſe of Com- 
WJ nons for any County or Place whatſoever. 
And be it further enacted by the Autho- 
„ ay aforeſaid, That upon every future Ele- 
e "IM tion of any Member or Members to ſerve 
er MW orthe Commons in Parliament, every E- 
ts ector or Perſon having, or claiming to have, 
1c "MW: Right to vote, or to be polled, at ſuch E- 
d MW iction, ſhall, before he is admitted to poll 
ys Wi the ſame Election, (if required by any of 


e le Candidates or Electors preſent) take the 
elowing Oath, (or being one of the People 
he "Walled Quakers, ſhall make the ſolemn Afhr- 


nd 


mation 
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e 8 appointed for Quakers) that is to 
C 2 : 
88 I. A. B. do ſwear (or affirm) that 1 have 
not received, or had, by my ſelf or aß 
other Perſon whatſoever, diretih, or 
indirettly, any Sum or Sums of Money, 
Office, Place, Employment, Gift, or R- 
ward, or any Promiſe or Security fo 1 

any Money, Office, Employment, Gift, ? 

or Reward whatſoever, in order to give 

my Vote at this Election. 


Which Oath, or Affirmation, the Officer or 
Officers preſiding or taking the Poll at ſuch 7 
Election is, and are hereby impowered and 
required (upon ſuch Requeſt) to adminiſter 
gratis, upon pain to forfeit for every Neglect, 
or Refuſal ſo to do, the Sum of Forty Pounds 
of lawful Money of Great Britain. 
And be it further enacted by the Authori- 
ty aforeſaid, That if any Perſon taking the 
Oath or Affirmation herein before mention d, 
ſhall be guilty of wilful and corrupt Perju- 
ry, or of falſe affirming, and be thereof con- 
victed, he and they for every ſuch Offence, 
ſhall incur and ſuffer the Pains and Penalties 
which are by Law enacted or inflicted in 
Caſes of wilful and corrupt Perjury ; and 
from and after ſuch Conviction, ſhall be in- 
capable of Voting in any Election of an? 
Member or Members to ſerve for the Com?! 
mons in Parliament. i 
And be it further enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That if after the 25thDay of March 
1722, any Perſon orPerſons, who by Virtus 


of his or their Office or Employment, Ot? 
L © fices 
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' fces or Employments, ſhall have the Power 
* of iſſuing, or directing the iſſuing, of any 
* publick Money or Monies belonging the 
Crown, ſhall order, give, iſſue, or promiſe 
to be concerned, in the ordering, giving, iſ- 
* ſuing, or promiſing any Sum or Sums of 
* Money belonging to the Crown or the Pub- 
*lick, to any Perſon or Perſons, in order to 
influence the Election or Return of any Mem- 
ber, or Members, to ſerve for the Commons in 
* Parliament, or the Vote or Votes of any Ele- 
' tor or Electors in ſuch Election, every ſuch Of- 
 ficer, knowing the ſame to be iſſued for ſuch 
corrupt Purpoſes, being thereof lawfully con- 
"yiked, ſhall forfeit the Sum of 1000 J. of 
"lawful Money of Great Britain, to be reco- 
"ver'd and applied as herein after is directed, 
and ſhall be ever after ſuch Conviction, in- 
capable of having, holding, enjoying, or ex- 
' ecuting any Office, Employment, or Place 
of Truſt or Profit under the Crown, or of 
' having or receiving any Benefit or Profit ari- 
' ing by, or from any ſuch Office, Place, or 
' Employment, or of having any Allowance 
or Penſion from the Crown whatſoever ; and 
' ſhall be alſo diſabled to ſit or vote as a Mem- 
ber of the Houſe of Commons. 

And be it further enacted by the Autho- 
'rity aforeſaid, That from and after the 25th 


| ol March 1722, every Perſon who ſhall be 
elected a Member of the Houſe of Commons, 


for that part of Great Britain called England, 
the Dominion of Wales, and Town of Ber- 
vice upon Tweed, or returned as ſuch (ex- 
cept the eldeſt Sons of Peers, or of Perſons 
qualified to ſerve as Knights of Shires, and 

| K * the 
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© the Members returned to ſerve for the two 


< 


"RY © W EE TEAMS 2a EE TT © . TY TT bk * m WP ©. WH “gh Eh. = 


c 


Univerſities in that part of Great Britain 
caYysd England) ſhall be incapable to vote or 
ſik- in the ſaid Houſe during any Debate 
there, after their Speaker is choſen, until ſuch 
Member ſtall have given in to the Clerk off 
the Houſe of Commons, a Paper ſigned by 
himſelf, containing a Recital or Particular off 
the Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, 
whereby he makes out his Qualification 
required by an Act paſſed in the gth Year off 
the Reign of her late Majeſty Queen Ame, 
(Intituled, An Ad for ſecuring the Freedom off 
Parliaments, by the further qualifying the Men- 
bers to fit in the Houſe of Commons) and ot 
ſuch Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, 
whercot the Party hath not been in Poſſeſ- 
ſion, and in actual Perception of the Profits 
for one Year, to his own Uſe, before the} 
Election: He ſhall alſo inſert in the ſame 
Paper, from what Perſon, and by what Con- 
veyance or Act in Law, he claims and de- 
rives the ſame ; and alſo the Conſideration, 
if any paid, and the Names and Places ot 
Abode of the Witneſſes to ſuch Conveyan- 
ces and Payment, and until he ſhall have? 
alſo taken the following Oath, viz. 1, A. B. 
Do ſwear, that I truly, and Bona Fide, bt 
an Eſtate in Law or Equity, to or for my cu 
Die or Benefit, of, or in Lands, Tenements, e 
Hereditaments, (over and above what will ſatin 


fie and clear all Incumbrances that may affect le 
ſame) of the annual Value of 600 l. abive Re- 


« prizes, which doth qualifie me to be elected and 


returned to ſerve as Member for the Count) 


„accerding to the Tenor and int 
Meaning 


8 
Meaning of an Act paſſed in the gth Year of her 
© late Majeſty Queen Anne, Intituled, (An Act 
for ſecuring the Freedoms of Pariiaments, 
by the further qualifying the Members to ir 
in the Houſe of Commons) and that my ſaid 
Landi, Tenements, or Hereditaments are lying, 
' and being within the Pariſhes, Townſhips, and 
' Places mentioned in the Particular by me given in 
' to the Clerk of the Houſe of Commons : And in 
© Caſe ſuch Perſon is returned to ſerve for any 
City, Borough, or Cinque-Port, then the 
aid Oath ſhall relate only to the Value of 
300 J. per Annum, and be taken to the ſame 
Effect (mutatis mutandis) as is hereby pre- 
' ſcribed for the Oath of a Perſon to ſerve as 
'a Member of ſuch County as aforeſaid : 
Which Oath ſhall be ſolemnly and publickly 
made between the Hours of Nine in the 
Morning, and Four in the Afternoon, by 
'every ſuch Member of the Houſe of Com- 
*mons, at the Table, in the middle of the 
aid Houſe, and while a full Houſe of Com- 
mons is there duly ſitting, with their Speaker 
in his Chair. 

* And whereas, contrary to the true Meaning 
' of the Laws now in being, for regulating the 
Elections of Members of Parliament, to ſerve 
for the Shires and Stewarties of that part of 
' Great Britain called Scotland, ſome of the Free- 
' holders and Ele&ors have ſometimes preſu- 
med to ſeparate themſelves from the general 
Meeting of the Free-holders and Electors, 
'and have, to make diſputed Elections, ele- 
' Red ſeparately a Member to ſerve in Parlia- 
| ment, and certified ſuch Election to the Sheriff, 
or other Returning Officer; which Practices 
K 2 are 
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are of dangerous Conſequence. For the pre- 
venting the like for the future, Be it declared 
and enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
all ſuch Separations and Certifications are, 
and ſhall be taken and deemed to be illegal, 
and utterly null and void: And that no Pre- 
ſes or Clerk, or other Perſon whatſoever, ſhall 
preſume toreturn any Perſon to the Sheriff or 
Returning Officer (other than, and except 
the Preſes and Clerks choſen in the Place | 
where the Sheriffs Court, or Steward's Cour | 
is uſually held by the Majority of the Free- | 
holders and Electors, enrolled, and upon Pain 
to forfeit as in the Caſe of a falſe Return.) 
And be it further enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That any Sheriff, or other Return- ! 
ing Officer, who ſhall take upon him to make 
a Return of any other Perſon but who is cet } 
tified to him by the Clerk and Preſes of the 
ſaid Meeting, to have been elected by the 
Majority of the Free-holders enrolled, ſhall 
be liable to forfeit and pay 1000 l. Sterling, | 
over and above the Penalties by Law, Entitu- 
led upon Returning Officers for making falſe 
Returns. And be it further enacted by the Au- 
thority aforeſaid, that all pecuniary Penal- 
ties inflicted by this AR, ſhall be to the I- 
former or Proſecutor, who ſhall proſecute the 
Offender or Offenders, to Conviction, with 
full Coſts, where ſuch Penalties ſhall not ex- 
cced the Sum of 100 J. And of all other Pe- 
nalties hereby inflicted, Two Thirds ſhall be 
to ſi.ch Informer or Proſecutor, with full 
Coſts, and the other Third to the Poor of the 
Pariſh, or Place where the Offence ſhall be 
committed; and the ſa'd Penalties ſhall be 
* reco- 


"I 

t recovered by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or 
Information, in any of his Majeſty's Courts 
© of Record at Weſtminſter, or before the Lords 
© of the Seſſion in Scotland reſpectively. And 
© in none of the Caſes aforeſaid, ſhall any Eſ- 
* ſoign, Privilege of Parliament, or other Pri- 
yilege, Protection, or Wager of Law be gran- 
© ted, or allowed, nor any more than one Im- 
© parlance. Provided always that every Infor- 
mation, Action, or Proſecution, grounded 
* upon this Act, ſhall be commenced within 
the ſpace of one Year, next after the Cauſe 
of Action ſhall ariſe, or the Offence be com- 
' mitted, and not afterwards. 


ty The firſt part of this Bill was drawn up upon 
n- WF occaſion of a pretended Election for the Bo- 
ke WM rough of Minehead, (on a Vacancy there) in fa- 
et- our of Sir Richard Lane; who took the Writ 
he tom the Perſon order d to convey it to the Re- 
he urning Officer, and kept it in his Pocket till the 
all ery Day of Election, and yet he eſcap'd unpu- 
M, umn'd, though the Meſſenger directed to carry 
tu- te Writ was taken into Cuſtody of the Ser- 
ilſe lM jeant-at- Arms : The other Parts of this Bill are 
u- I home againſt Bribery, Falſe Returns, and the In- 
na- ll fluence of the Exchequer; and to the utmoſt 
In- tic, as to the Eſtates and Qualifications of 
the Members of Parliament. Upon the whole, 
vich his Bill was gloriouſly defign'd ; and I hope to 


eee the Time (though it may not be very ſoon) 
pe- when 'twill be enacted into a Law. 

| be Thus I have gone through my Narrative, or 
full i Hiſtory, of the Seprennial Parliament, the firſt 
the of its Kind in Great Britain; whereby I have 
be ¶ emonſtrated how truly they have diſtinguiſh'd 
1 be "FF fiemſelves in the making many excellent Laws, 
eco” " and 
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and reje&ing of others; in their ſteady Attach- 
ment to our antient Conſtitntion; and not alte- 
ring the ſame above once in a Seſſion; in guard- 
ing the Rights, Liberties, and Properties of 
the Subject, like true Watchmen, upon all E- 
mergencies; in paying of publick Debts, re- 
tieving thoſe Perſons fot whom the Publick 
Faith was engaged, and the puniſhing of 
Cheats and National Robbers ; in eafing our 
Pockets of the Burthen of our Coin, and de- 
figning us Barracks for our future Reſidence; ! 
and laſtly,in all theſe,their Wiſdom and Penetra- 
tion, as well as Juſtice and Equity; on all which 
Accounts, I think, I may ſay they have vaſtly 2 
exceeded all that ever went before them. | 


Juſt Publiſhed, 


H E Danger of Mercenary Par- 
LIAMENTS. With a Preface, Shewing 
the infinite Miſchiefs of Long and Pack'd Par- 
laments. Written by the Editor of Lord 
HAFTESBURYS Letters to Lord Mor BS- 
vo RH TH. Price 6 d. Sold by J. Peele. Where 


nay be had the Second Edition of the ſaid 


Letters. 6 
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